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Aldringham cum Thorpe with Sizewell 
Newsletter 

Platinum Jubilee Edition  

      
Don’t Forget the Annual Beach Clean Good Friday at The Dolphin 10am for 10.30 start  

Website: www.aldringham.onesuffolk.net            April 2022

 God Save our Gracious Queen   
 

Parishioners of Aldringham and Thorpeness 
send loyal greetings of affection and gratitude to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on the occasion 
of her Platinum Jubilee in 2022, marking her 70 

years of service to the Nation. 

 

 
 
 

The villages of Aldringham and Thorpeness are planning  
various events to celebrate the Jubilee, many centred on 
the two pubs, including Big Jubilee Lunches on Sunday 
June 5

th
.  Other village events are still in the planning 

stage, so please see local noticeboards and online to 
confirm.    
Two oak trees have been given, one to each village, by  
 
 

 
the Treebilee project, launched by Prince Charles and 
aimed at planting trees all over Britain to mark the  
Jubilee. Sites have been picked out for the trees and 
ceremonial plantings will take place shortly.   
A torch procession with locally selected bearers carried 
by rickshaw around the County begins on May 13, ending 
on June 1st at the Suffolk Show, passing through our 
area on Day 18, which by my reckoning is Monday, May  
30

th
. It may still be possible to nominate your favourite 

local hero to carry the torch for a section. Contact 
kate.paul@suffolkcf.org.uk for more details.   
Beacons will be lit all around the country on Thursday 
June 2

nd
 (anniversary of the Queen’s Coronation) 

between 9.15pm and 11pm. Suffolk’ s Lord Lieutenant 
Lady Euston will light the first in Suffolk on Lowestoft 
Beach. 
On June 4

th
, Sizewell is among 15 locations for a special 

Jubilee Park Run. Turn up and join other to walk, trot or 
race the 5Km course, starting at 9am. Turn up 10 minutes 
early to prepare.  
St Edmundsbury Cathedral will hold a special Jubilee 
Thanksgiving Service on June 12

th
, starting at 11am, and 

if you’re not too tired by then, watch out for Suffolk Day on 
June 21

st
 !  

 

Parish Council Update December 2021 

 

Energy Companies 
 
National Grid Ventures Sea Link Project 

On March 22
nd

, councillors attended an on-line meeting 
with representatives of National Grid Electricity 
Transmission regarding their Sea Link project (an 
undersea electricity cable linking Suffolk and Kent) and 
were shocked to learn they may be seeking to site  a 
converter station even LARGER than the Friston sub-
station, ideally somewhere close to Sizewell near where 
the cable makes landfall. The structures will be some 25 
metres high, and will occupy an area of around 6 
hectares.  Cables would then join into the grid at Friston 
(with an even larger area of land required than currently 
proposed) should that receive consent. The construction 
is scheduled to take place from 2026 until 2030. Initial 
public consultations will begin this summer. These 
proposals will be covered in more depth in the summer. In 
the meantime see more at:- 
https://www.nationalgrid.com/.../network-and-
infrastructure/sealink 
 

 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
http://www.aldringham.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:kate.paul@suffolkcf.org.uk
https://www.bing.com/search?q=nationalgrid.com%2Fsealink&form=ANNTH1&refig=484364a996ac4efea632926f38e50c3b
https://www.bing.com/search?q=nationalgrid.com%2Fsealink&form=ANNTH1&refig=484364a996ac4efea632926f38e50c3b


2 

 

 
If you have any news, or events of interest to the local community, please email details to the editor: Pippa McLardy plmclardy@hotmail.com 

 

   

Sizewell C 

On February 25
th
 the Planning Inspectorate submitted its 

Recommendation Report on whether to grant Sizewell C 
a Development Consent Order to the Secretary of State 
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Kwasi 
Kwarteng. He is expected to announce a decision on the 
application by May 25th. He is currently seeking 
clarification on how EDF will ensure water supplies 
throughout the build, and whether the proposed 
temporary desalination plant will meet needs. He has also 
asked whether EDF could complete construction of the 
relief road before main works begin, which might 
otherwise lead to more than 600 lorry movements a day 
on the B1122 for the first two to three years. 
At the end of March, the Government announced plans to 
fund 20% of Sizewell C’s estimated £20bn construction 
costs, with EDF financing another 20%, and private equity 
funding the rest. Protest movement Stop Sizewell C has 
questioned how government inspectors can make an 
impartial planning decision if the Government already 
have a funding commitment.  
 
ScottishPower Renewables 

The DCO decision is due before the end of March.  
 

Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Councillor Atkinson reports: ‘Following our work on the 
observations and comments and discussions with East 
Suffolk Council it has been decided, in order to expedite 
the completion of the plan and prepare for a further 
consultation, to employ the services of an experienced 
specialist in neighbourhood planning. It is hoped to 
engage someone in the next few weeks and see real 
progress in the coming months.’ 
 

Potholes in Church Road Thorpeness 
 
The PC is looking into whether CIL (Community 
Infrastructure Levy) money could be used to finance 
repairing the Church Road potholes, as it appears Suffolk 
County Council can no longer maintain this unadopted 
road. 

Dentaid 
 
As there is currently no prospect of any dentists opening 
NHS practices in the area, the PC has agreed another 
donation of £200 to Dentaid, who are visiting Leiston  
again soon following a highly successful visit in February 
when patients with painful teeth queued from 5.30am to 
access the travelling voluntary dental clinic.  East Suffolk 
DC have also donated.   
 

Reclaim the Rain Project 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils are collaborating on 
a project to make use of waste water, including flood 
waters. They need contact from people with local 
knowledge of flooding and bright ideas how to use the 
water that would otherwise go to waste.  
https://www.reclaimtherain.org/ 

Noticeboards and shelter seats 
 

The two new noticeboards have still not been delivered. 
The delay is apparently due to our having chosen a colour 
that cannot be produced in this country. Two new seats 
have been fitted in Aldringham’s bus shelters.  
 

Co-options to the Council 
 
Two residents have expressed an interest in being co-
opted onto the PC.  They are Sara Paulley in Thorpeness, 
and Tony Wheeler in Aldringham. The existing councillors 
look forward to welcoming them as soon as formalities 
are complete.  
 

Dogs on the beach 
 

The Parish Council has supported a three year extension 
of the Public Space Protection Order for the 
seasonal exclusion of dogs and requirement for them to 
be kept on leads on defined areas of Thorpeness Beach.  
 
Pippa McLardy     Parish Councillor 

 
Speed Indicator Device (SID) 

 
SID has been given a few months off through the winter 
but will soon be back on patrol in the Parish. During this 
time a Police speed camera van has visited the Parish on 
a number of occasions. 
 

Aldringham Allotments 
 
A new fence and gate has recently been erected around 
the allotments and plot owners are now eagerly preparing 
the ground for another season. We also have a new 
addition - a young rooster is now keeping the chickens 
company and filling the air with his calls.  
 

Planning 
 

Since the last Newsletter we have received nine planning 
applications. Five of these were in Thorpeness, the 
remainder within Aldringham. The nine applications 
consisted of:- 
 
1 Alteration to a driveway entrance 
3 Tree removals or reductions 
1 Outbuilding conversion 
1 Discharge of conditions 
2 Alterations and/or extensions 
1 Existing annexe used for short term let. 

 
Alan Williams                                     Parish Councillor 
 

Covid 19 
 
From Monday March 21

st
  everyone aged 75 years or 

above and those aged 12 years or above who are 
severely immunosuppressed can go to a walk-in clinic in 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
https://www.reclaimtherain.org/
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Environment/Environmental-Protection/Animals/Dog-Control/Adopted-PSPOs-2019/Exclusion-of-dogs-Thorpeness-Beach.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Environment/Environmental-Protection/Animals/Dog-Control/Adopted-PSPOs-2019/Exclusion-of-dogs-Thorpeness-Beach.pdf
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our area for their second  COVID-19 booster dose, or 
make an appointment via the national NHS booking site.  
There link appropriate to our area is:  
NHS Ipswich and East Suffolk Clinical Commissioning 
Group - 
Ipswich and East Suffolk CCG > News & events > News 
2022 > Big success hoped for spring booster programme 
From April 4

th
 the local vaccination programme will extend 

to healthy 5 – 11 year olds. 
 

District Council Report 

 
The Community Partnership of Aldeburgh Leiston 
Saxmundham and parishes is prioritising three main 
topics in the coming months; 

 To encourage and enable everyone to be more 
physically active and healthy. 

 To reduce social isolation and loneliness, 
particularly carers, older people and men over 
40. 

 To focus on education, opportunities, and 
aspirations. 

Members are being asked to select one priority on which 
to concentrate.   
 

East Suffolk Council budget approved 
 
 The Council’s budget for the 2022/23 financial year has 
been approved, and as part of our commitment to 
improve the lives and outcomes of local people, finance 
has been approved for a range of different areas, 
including £3.35m for economic development and 
regeneration, £2.46m supporting and enabling 
communities and £2.39m for our housing services. The 
budget also includes a further £428,000 to support our 
green agenda, as part of our pledge to be carbon neutral 
by 2030 

Parking 
 
Fed up with people parking on double yellows etc ? Then 
please click the following link to report any parking 
issues.https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/.../parking-
management.../ 
 

Talking Benches 
 

Aldringham is to receive a new ‘talking bench’, to be sited 
near the Mill Hill play area. The benches do not speak 
themselves, but anyone sitting on a Talking Bench is 
indicating they are happy to converse. Thorpeness may 
get a similar bench later.  

Leiston Market 

The ‘Discover Leiston’ market took place on Saturday  
March 26

th
  between 10am – 2pm  to celebrate the 

opening of the new Church Community Garden and 
included a number of eclectic musical performances, a 
makers’ market, plants and vintage stalls as well as 

antiques and crafts stalls hosted at the Long Shop 
Museum. 

Cllrs Tony Cooper, Russ Rainger and Tom Daly 
 

Suffolk County Council  

 
As we continue to wait for outcomes and decisions on 
energy matters, I am sure that you will join me in thinking 
about those all suffering in Ukraine. There are lots of 
ways that people can help and donate items such as 
warm clothes and torches etc.  More will follow on this but 
thank you to all those that have already been in touch 
asking how they can help.   
We note the changes to rules and guidance regarding 
Covid but there are still lots of cases around so please 
continue with sensible precautions.  My best wishes to 
our Queen who as you know is recovering from Covid 
herself.  It is hoped that those who contract COVID after 
isolating ceases will keep themselves away from others, 
but in reality, some may not. Many remain concerned or 
worried about mixing in public spaces even though 
COVID may seem no worse than a simple cold, so mild 
it’s almost missed However, for those who are immune-
suppressed by illness or treatment for cancer, those who 
cannot receive the vaccine, or who look after frail or 
elderly family and friends it remains a different story and 
they still must remain extremely cautious.  
For some people, it might take longer to adjust and they 
might not want to change what they've been doing. Who 
says the old way must be the new way? Hopefully, we 
have all learnt different or better ways to live, behave and 
treat others. Everyone deserves respect and kindness, 
and we need to be mindful of others requests and actions 
at all times as things change and progress.  The scientists 
are still cautious re other variants, so it remains important 
that we keep up to date where possible as it hasn’t gone 
away. 
Some people in the country spent a long time dealing with 
the aftermaths of a very stormy few days in March. 
Storms Dudley, Eunice or Franklin, battered Suffolk over 
just four days. Many homes went without power, with 
many more dealing with broken roof tiles, fences and 
upended trees. 
Suffolk faced an unprecedented deluge of strong winds 
and torrential rain in a very short time, but with collective 
responses people and organisations stood-up quickly, 
worked together and kept people safe and the county 
moving. It was an enormous endeavour and thanks to 
everyone involved.  Suffolk’s councils, including Suffolk 
Highways, health bodies, utility companies and 
emergency services were incredibly busy responding to 
the storms. Work continued all weekend, and the clean-
up is still underway in places 
Just to give you some detail, at 5pm on Friday, Suffolk 
police had dealt with 339 calls to 999 and 431 to 101,  
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service attended 51 incidents. 
Suffolk Highways reported one of their busiest periods 
with 342 reports of fallen trees and road obstructions. 
Teams worked overnight to clear the debris and keep the 
roads clear. Nearly 15,000 homes lost power at some 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
https://ipswichandeastsuffolkccg.nhs.uk/Newsevents/News2022/Bigsuccesshopedforspringboosterprogramme.aspx
https://ipswichandeastsuffolkccg.nhs.uk/Newsevents/News2022/Bigsuccesshopedforspringboosterprogramme.aspx
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsuffolk.gov.uk%2Fvisitors%2Fparking-services%2Fparking-management-and-civil-parking-enforcement%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1n6a5mVVuqXaRcnU3j75ufV7bn1IVtYY9U0pJJOfz_AKOazBLQ6EAk3ug&h=AT0x2wRZbfMDscdqDEK0nzT5nKJZE26iH7j_hi3z1FgB3YtQhLQ7SjeFfYV8gYyICKbowUTQjhTT1ES7gFlyJ89mKBmR66I9B3fikgVARxSDBLFI4Gq7HIqdQEczyFB15hxVk25GVNMkI2tvxw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2nwV486CZVkDTLcszwoLCfF29o512nQdpMvb08iCoMVBieSELFWBdK1UnKYUYS_o63SEwQUY8JMZ_id0Ls2PQFQvCCbtnwrcjEfyYDRvPS_d1JOStCb0hurPiNBlXAc5IanvIkkKYteYdQOjkg4SFFeEgVjbEx05b3A1LLP1J7qg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsuffolk.gov.uk%2Fvisitors%2Fparking-services%2Fparking-management-and-civil-parking-enforcement%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1n6a5mVVuqXaRcnU3j75ufV7bn1IVtYY9U0pJJOfz_AKOazBLQ6EAk3ug&h=AT0x2wRZbfMDscdqDEK0nzT5nKJZE26iH7j_hi3z1FgB3YtQhLQ7SjeFfYV8gYyICKbowUTQjhTT1ES7gFlyJ89mKBmR66I9B3fikgVARxSDBLFI4Gq7HIqdQEczyFB15hxVk25GVNMkI2tvxw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2nwV486CZVkDTLcszwoLCfF29o512nQdpMvb08iCoMVBieSELFWBdK1UnKYUYS_o63SEwQUY8JMZ_id0Ls2PQFQvCCbtnwrcjEfyYDRvPS_d1JOStCb0hurPiNBlXAc5IanvIkkKYteYdQOjkg4SFFeEgVjbEx05b3A1LLP1J7qg
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point on Friday or over the weekend and UK Power 
Networks worked round the clock to restore power. One 
priority for Suffolk partners is making sure that vulnerable 
residents without power, were safe and secure. The 
council worked with UK Power Networks to map where 
these vulnerable homes were and the welfare vehicle was 
out and about dispensing information, hot drinks and 
enabling mobile phones to be charged.  
You might want to display the following information on 
your website/notice boards/newletters etc: 
In the event of bad weather, members of the public 
are encouraged to: 

 Report fallen trees and obstructions on roads and 
paths to Suffolk Highways on 0345 606 6171 

 Avoid coastal areas due to an increased risk of 
erosion posing danger to life 

 Plan their journey well in advance and check for 
travel disruption before leaving. 
Visit https://one.network/ and using the 

‘Weather’ layer to find out about road closures 

 Following @SuffolkCC on Twitter or Suffolk 

County Council on Facebook 

 Monitoring the weather forecast 
at www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/forecast/uk 

 Get the latest information on Orwell Bridge 
closures at www.twitter.com/highwayseast 

 Get advice on flooding and flood alerts 
at www.gov.uk/flood or on Floodline: 0345 988 
1188. More information on Twitter 
at @envagencyanglia 

 Report a power cut by calling 105 or go to 
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/power-cut  

 
Best wishes, TJ        (County Councillor TJ Haworth-Culf)  

 

Community Emergency Planning 

 

Are you still being Covid safe? 
The Government has cancelled all the restrictions in 
England with regard to Covid.  However, the NHS is still 
advising that we should wear masks; social distance; and 
self-isolate if we test positive for the virus.  What are you 
doing and how do you make head or tail of it?  Well, the 
best advice probably comes from GPs, hospitals, care 
homes and other such organisations who are responsible 
for the care and wellbeing of those in their charge.  You 
can find good, sound advice on the NHS website (link 
below) or phone NHS 111. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-
isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-
do/  
 

My own experiences 
I recently tested positive for Covid after suffering what I 
thought was a rotten cold for a few days.  I was reminded 
that a persistent cough was one of the signs of Covid so I 
tested for the virus using a lateral flow test; and the 
outcome was a positive result.  I isolated for 6 days 
before testing again and I tested negative on the first test 
and again the following day.  It still took another week 

before I began to feel ‘well’ again.  But I have been lucky, 
as many people who have been infected with the virus 
have had a much longer recovery time and some have 
suffered ‘Long Covid’ for many months or longer. 
 

Severe weather watch 
The Met Office maintains a severe weather watch 
throughout the winter and early spring period.  It is called 
a ‘Cold Watch’ system and operates from 1st November 
to 31st March.  During this period, the Met Office consults 
with the Department of Health, the Cabinet Office and 
other experts to raise alerts at an appropriate level in 
response to the weather forecasts and their likely 
impacts.  These alert details are passed onto local 
authorities across the country and published using a 
colour coded alert system (Yellow, Amber and Red).  A 
‘Red Alert’ will denote a high likelihood of the event 
happening and a high impact locally.  Look out for these 
alerts on the local news, national and local weather 
forecasts.  The East Suffolk Emergency Planning team 
are part of the Suffolk Resilience Forum and they also 
monitor these reports and put in place resources to 
mitigate the effect of a severe weather episode.  It is a 
proven system that has robust communications, access to 
local knowledge and learning from past experiences 
designed into each decision. 
 

Rest Centre training 
I plan to attend a ‘Rest Centre Management’ training 
course.  Due to Covid this course has been postponed for 
almost two years.  It is run by the East Suffolk Emergency 
Planning team and I am looking forward to refreshing my 
knowledge on both the theory as well as the practical 
side.  The training course is planned for early April and I 
will report back in the next Newsletter. 
Lastly, don’t forget to look out for your neighbours and 
together we will get through the year safely. 
Roger Brown                    roger.brown72@btinternet.com 
 

Uppen About – some Parish tales 

 
 Uppen: to mention, disclose or reveal  -  
(a word ‘much used around Aldbro’ according to 
Edward Moor’s dictionary of Suffolk Dialect 
published in 1823) 
 

Just our Cup of Tea  
 

April 1
st
 will see the long-awaited opening of a new tea 

room in Aldringham. Set up by Francis and Pippin Byrne, 
both of whom were born and bred in Suffolk, the new 
venture is based in the wheelwright’s section of the Old 
Blacksmiths, associated with the Ogilvie Estate, along 
Thorpe Road in Aldringham.  The space became vacant 
when David Parker, who repairs and services small 
engines and motorbikes moved into the blacksmith’s 
section of the building, to share a workshop with Francis. 
Pippin and Francis hope that the tea room has preserved 
some of its rustic, workshop environment, albeit without 
the motorbikes and tools! Montages depicting rural 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
https://one.network/
https://twitter.com/suffolkcc?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/forecast/uk
https://twitter.com/highwayseast
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside/flooding-extreme-weather
https://twitter.com/EnvAgencyAnglia?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/power-cut
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
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Suffolk and Aldringham in times gone by adorn the walls, 
alongside an Ordinance Survey map of the area for those 
who are lost or looking for local walks.  
Accommodating around 40 people and with wheelchair 
access and a disabled washroom, Francis and Pippin 
have been hard at work renovating the ground floor 
accommodation over recent months. There is parking on 
site, and tables outside for when the weather allows. 
Pippin will run the tea room herself but hopes to employ 
local help. Teas, coffees, fruit-based shakes and organic 
soft drinks will be on offer, along with sandwiches & baps, 
a variety of cakes and bakes, meat & vegan sausage 
rolls, scones (incl clotted cream), soup, 
ploughman’s, paninis and jacket potatoes with a variety of 
fillings, all made on site.    High teas are from 3:30 p.m. 
and consist of three savouries and three tray 
bakes. Chips and fry-ups do NOT feature on the menu. 
Budget drinks of a mug of tea or coffee are on offer for 
£1, but Pippin also hopes to foster an appreciation of 
quality tea and filter coffee.  
Pippin feels passionate about Suffolk, especially the rural 
community aspect of it, and is championing a move to 
create a Village Hall within Aldringham.  She and Francis 
feel that the roots of many village communities, including 
Aldringham, have been diminishing over the years. 
“We hope to revive a bit of this by providing Aldringham 
with a safe family-centred environment - all day and all 
year, with the exception of Christmas Day,” Pippin 
said.   “Whether you are catching a snack during work or 
having leisure time, we will aim to cater for you, and the 
tea room gives the villagers an opportunity to meet each 
other and visitors alike”. The couple intend to donate 5%-
10% (loan dependant) of Aldringham Tea Room’s annual 
profit towards Aldringham Hall/Hub Fund.  

 
 

Mill Hill mourns long-time resident 
 

Mill Hill in Aldringham bade a sad farewell to its oldest 
and surely longest-term resident recently following the 
death of Mrs Joyce Slater in February. 
Joyce was born in Leiston in 1924, the youngest of six 
children.  The family moved to a small cottage on Mill Hill 
when she was a little child, but moved to Number 2 when 
she was 14 – that was 84 years ago, and she never 
moved again.  
Starting life as a domestic, she later worked at 
Aldringham Laundry, meeting her husband-to-be Fred 
when he was stationed at Aldringham House during the 
war. They married in St Andrew’s Church in 1942, and 
went on to have four children – Michael, David, Yvonne 
and Paul.  
Once the children left home, Joyce went to work in the 
fields, picking potatoes, hoeing sugarbeat etc and 
enjoying the companionship of the other women.  When 
Fred retired, they enjoyed gardening, going for walks, and 
driving out shopping and visiting pubs. Their holidays 
were often spent on coach tours. 
Fred died in 2001, but Joyce continued tending her 
garden, feeding the birds and a visiting fox, and enjoying 
the company of her friends and large family, including 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She told her 

daughter Yvonne that nothing gave her greater pleasure 
than being surrounded by them all.   
Joyce was much loved by all her family and friends and 
will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 
 

Fitting memorial for keen gardener 
 
It was an enquiry from a visitor to Thorpeness’s Heritage 
Hut where he was on duty last summer that gave local 
resident Mike Trapp the idea for a living memorial to his 
late wife Brenda, who sadly passed away in February last 
year. 
The visitor was enquiring about the lone apple tree that 
lies along the beach near the shingle at the outfall for the 
sluice, and went on to tell Mike the type of tree has been 
registered and offered to give him details. 
” A long-standing local resident told me that this is where 
the River Hundred used to flow into the North Sea and it 
is likely that the tree has grown in the bank of the old 
river,” Mike said. “ My daughter-in-law has sourced the 
tree and purchased two for my sons to remember Brenda 
by. Subsequently, another friend from Aldeburgh has told 
me that she picked apples from the tree and planted the 
pips. A tree has now grown from one of the pips and is 
flourishing”. 
  
Our unofficial local historian Mick Sturmey has selected 
two snippets from Mr J.P. Westrup’s ‘History of Thorpe 
from 1906’ to give us a taste of what life was like over 100 
years ago. 

 
A Safe Haven 

 
The last house on leaving Thorpeness for Aldeburgh is 
Haven House so named because it stood beside the 
River Hundred where it joined the sea and provided a 
haven for boats to shelter in during rough weather.  
Initially a footbridge crossed over the river, which was 
followed by construction of a bridge wide enough for 
horses and carts to pass in the centre.  This was referred 
to by some as the “Rattlebone Bridge”. Among vessels 
known to have sheltered in the river’s aptly named haven 
were Dutch eel boats on their way to London.  However 
sometimes these had to offload some of their catch 
before they could get out to sea again, resulting in an 
abundance of eels in the river.  Locals took advantage of 
this and on one occasion, 70 stone of eels were sent to 
Billingsgate Market in London.  
 

The Thorpeness Lifeboat 
 

Thorpe had a lifeboat, although this was stationed at 
Sizewell under the cliffs opposite the Dower House.  A 
large iron winch was needed to haul the boat out of the 
sea. This needed six men on each of the two handles, 
with another six hauling on a rope attached to the 
handles. Nearby was a house called Wreck House, which 
was sited between Thorpe and Sizewell.  From inside the 
house, the occupant there would ring on a bell situated on 
the roof when a boat was reported to be in trouble. With 
its lifeboat, coastguards cottages and rocket shed, Thorpe 
played its part in helping those in trouble on the sea.  

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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David packs it in for Ukraine 
 
Thorpeness resident David Jenkins offered his home to 
collect goods for shipping to Ukraine, and helped pack the 
lorries that took them overseas. 

 
 
‘It was early March that I heard Carl - the C.E.O. Of 
Anchor Freight in Ipswich - appealing on B.B.C. Suffolk 
for donations of goods to be sent to Ukraine and for 
volunteers to help receive, sort and dispatch the 
donations. After contacting Anchor I spent most of the 
following Sunday, together with about 50 other 
volunteers, sorting the donations. Such is the efficiency of 
the operation at Anchor Freight that the goods we 
received on the Sunday were on the Polish/Ukraine born 
on the following Thursday. On my return to Thorpeness I 
emailed Stephen and Gail Southgate (Pilgrims Together) 
and Phyl Cakebread ( Aldeburgh Country Dance) and I 
got them to appeal to their members for goods to send to 
Ukraine. This appeal was picked up by David Copp 
(Church Warden  St Andrews Aldringham) who emailed 
those on his extensive email address book. At the same 
time I offered to use my house as an interim storage 
facility. By the following Thursday my spare room was full- 
floor to ceiling - and over-spilling into my sitting room, with 
much more promised. Hannah, part of the management 
team at Anchor swiftly organised a van to come to 
Thorpeness and clear away the goods I had. In between I 
was going to Ipswich on a regular basis and sorting the 
donations. My spare room was again becoming full. On 
the afternoon of Monday 14th March, together with Julie 
MacKenzie (Thorpeness) and Mike Marion (Aldeburgh), I 
was again at Anchor Freight, where together with about 
30 other volunteers we filled a very large transporter with 
relief goods bound for Ukraine. This I understand was 17

th
  

shipment to be sent out from the Ipswich area! 
Due to the conflict moving close to where the receiving 
area is the decision was taken halt sending out further 
shipments until the situation on the ground becomes 
clearer. 
I shall make a further appeal when shipments start again. 
Just to say Thank You to all those Kind people who have 
donated goods and to those who have given their time in 
any way to assist my appeal.’ 
 
David Jenkins    -      david1936jenkins@gmail.com  

Local Groups 

                     

St Andrew’s Church 
 
 
 
 

 
Over the last few weeks we have had a wonderful array of 
different services at 11 am each Sunday.  We have 
welcomed Revd Sheila Murray, and Revd Christopher 
Lewis, interspersed with our homegrown services lead by 
David Gordon and Sheila Brechin.  The collections in 
church have all been made for Ukraine and have been 
sent through the Bishops' Appeal for Ukraine.  From the 
last two weeks we have sent the very worthwhile sum of 
£425 which is a great response from the Parish.  Thank 
you, generous parishioners. 
It being Lent, the church is looking quite bare, but we now 
have a great team of flower ladies who are just waiting for 
Easter to show us their talents in decorating the church 
with beautiful flowers. 
Mothering Sunday will be celebrated in the church on 
March 27

th
 and Palm Sunday is 10

th
 April.  Other services 

during Holy Week are on our website. 
Isn't it wonderful to see the sun!  The churchyard is 

looking splendid.  Do come and visit. 
David Copp                                         Churchwarden 

 
 

 

Christ is Risen  
 

The Alde Sandlings Benefice in 
conjunction with the Lightwave 

Community Park 
Invite you to an open air Sunrise Beach 

Service on  
Thorpeness Beach 

 
Park in ‘Thorpeness Beach’ public car park 

(IP16 4NW) adjacent to ‘The Kitchen’ 
restaurant and follow the boardwalk onto the 

beach.  
After the service there will be a light 

breakfast in Thorpeness Country Club 
courtesy of Guy and Andrew Heald.  

 

6.30 am Easter Sunday 17th April 2022 
 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
mailto:david1936jenkins@gmail.com
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Friends of St Andrew’s 
 
The Quiz Night due to be held on Friday 18

th
 March has 

been postponed until Friday 1
st
 April. 

 
Future Events. 

A bridge Drive is to be held at Aldeburgh Church Hall on 
Monday afternoon, 25

th
 April. 

A Coffee Morning is to be held on Saturday 21
st
 May in 

the Church from 10am.   
All events are subject to Covid 19 regulations at the time.  

 
Mrs Anne Norton   Membership Secretary   01728 830519                  
anneenorton@btinternet.com    
 

Pilgrims Together 
 

As Easter is nearly upon us, may we at Pilgrims wish you 
all a Happy Easter. It’s going to be a summer packed with 
activities for this successful locally-based faith group. We 
are looking forward to joining along with the other 
churches in the benefice an Easter Sunrise Service on 
Thorpeness beach, and with thanks to the generosity of 
Guy and Andrew Heald and the staff at the country club 
there will be the usual breakfast served after the service 
in the welcome warmth of the country club.  
The Pilgrims will be leading a walk which will follow on 
from a breakfast at the Parrot on Thursday June 2

nd
  at 

9.30am to start off the celebrations in Aldringham for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. There are several events 
planned for the Jubilee weekend so watch out for notices 
on the village’s notice boards and also by visiting  
Aldringham’s Chat Page. 
Since the relaxation of Covid rules the Pilgrims have 
recently restarted their regular local walks in conjunction 
with the Parrot pub. We meet in the Parrot at 9.30am on 
the first Saturday of every month for a hearty breakfast 
bap and cup of tea/coffee (this is at a very reasonable 
cost of £5 per head) we then head off at about 10.30am 
and take a short drive to a starting point for our walk. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for just the breakfast or 
just the walk or both; it’s entirely up to you how much you 
wish to do. There’s always a happy companionable 
atmosphere and of course it’s always good to catch up 
with folk and enjoy a relaxed Saturday morning. Our next 
walk is on Saturday April 2

nd
. 

….and finally we are pleased to announce that we have 
now also restarted our face to face Pilgrim worship.This 
will be monthly to start off with and the next one will be in 
the Aldeburgh Church Hall on Friday  April 22

nd
  at 

6.30pm followed by a’ Bring and Share’ supper . Anyone 
wishing to join us will be most welcome. 
As always, if you want to know more about what we’re up 
to and further details of any of our events please visit our 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pilgrimstogether92526809432
1475   
We hope you have a happy and peaceful Easter with all 
the joys of the season. 
Sue Atkinson                   On behalf of Pilgrims Together 
 
pilgrimstogether473@gmail.com           01728 830497 

Good Neighbours 
 
The phone training session held in January was not as 
well-attended as had been hoped, due to clashing 
calendars, illness, holidays and people preferring to stay 
safe at home.  But those who did attend found it useful to 
learn or refresh both how to use the phone (it is not touch-
screen) and how to respond to calls.  
The number of official calls recorded in the book is slightly 
down on the year before, but this is probably because 
many of the tasks at the moment are on-going, repeated 
weekly or even more frequently, and many more are 
carried out without fanfare by volunteers contacted 
directly. Our Chairperson Jill, for example, continued to 
assist one person for months after she moved out of the 
parish, helping to clear her house and dispose of 
furniture. Sadly, that person subsequently died, but her 
daughter-in-law made a particular point of expressing her 
gratitude for all Good Neighbours had done, including 
financial help from the Covid Fund, the balance of which 
remains in hand for similar emergencies. 
David and Chris at the Dolphin and Parrot have kindly 
agreed to host three community lunches, open both to 
volunteers and those who have sought our help.  These 
are all on Fridays at 12 noon;  May 6

th
 at the Parrot 

Outside Inn, Aldringham, September 16
th
 at The Dolphin 

and our Christmas Celebration will be at The Parrot 
(Outside Inn, weather permitting) on November 25

th
. 

Menus and prices to be confirmed. Many thanks as 
always to our generous publicans for their hospitality. 
Our AGM is on April 5

th
 at 6.30 in the Pavilion. 

Helpline Number  07521 047 843  
 

Pippa McLardy                                            Hon Sec  
 
 

ImpACT(Aldringham Community Team) 
 

As there was better news about Covid in December, 
ImpACT members decided to organise the annual Carols 
Round the tree with a visit to the Parrot afterwards. The 
Rev James Marston led the service, joined by a large 
group of both old and new residents. There were a 
number of Christmas readings between the carols and we 
would like to thank the readers. Many thanks too to Gail 
and Stephen who kindly provided the music for us and 
James for running the service with his jovial welcoming 
manner. 
Everyone sang with great enthusiasm and after the 
service the happy band of carollers wandered down to the 
Outside Inn at the Parrot. Here they received a free glass 
of wine and a warm mince pie provided by Chris and his 
staff. The Outside Inn area had been beautifully 
decorated and the whole atmosphere was warm , 
welcoming and Christmassy. We would like to thank Chris 
and his staff for being such excellent hosts and for 
making everyone so welcome. 
Uta Stiller brought her sheep Moritz and Larkspur to the 
carols and then to the pub and the two friendly creatures 
munched their way through several mince pies. Thanks to 
Uta for making the effort to bring them both. 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
mailto:anneenorton@btinternet.com
mailto:pilgrimstogether473@gmail.com
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It was a very happy occasion with a feeling of goodwill 
and hope for the future. 
ImpACT would like to thank everybody who came and we 
wish you all a healthy, happy and above all hopeful 2022. 
 
Jill Hubbard and Christine Laschet  
 

 
- 
Caption:  Sheep sharing at Christmas – Jill Hubbard shares a 
snack with Moritz the sheep watched by owner Uta Stiller   
photo courtesy of                                            Christine Laschet 

 

 Ogilvie Pavilion and Sports Ground 
 

Whilst the refurbishment work the Trustees carried out in 
the Pavilion during the last year is not obvious as you 
pass by, the work undertaken this year at the entrance 
most definitely is! 
You will see that the entrance splay, which was in a very 
poor condition, has now been completely rebuilt with a 
new surface and kerbs, and no more unsightly potholes. 
Work is now continuing on the rest of the splay which has 
for some time been in need of a significant upgrade. 
The addition of a Thorpeness-style lattice fence which will 
be painted black with white capping will draw you into the 
field as you pull in off the busy road. New signage 
together with a flag pole and lighting will be completed 
shortly giving it a new look and ensure that the Pavilion 
will be more easily located after dark as well as in the 
daytime. 
To enable everyone to have the opportunity to see what  

the Pavilion and Sports Ground has to offer and what 
could be done to meet the future needs of the community 
trustee Francis Byrne along with a small group of fellow 
trustees is organising an open day on Easter Saturday 
(please see poster in this newsletter), we are hoping you 
will take the opportunity to come and visit us. On display 
will be information and activities from the existing user 
groups, together with drawn plans to give an idea of how 
the pavilion may be developed to meet the future needs. 
There will also be a questionnaire which will enable you to 
have your say about what facilities you would like to see 
or use in the future. 
Please come along, there will also be a BBQ, 
refreshments and a few stalls …. 
 
Sue Atkinson on behalf of the Ogilvie Pavilion and Sports 
Ground. 
PLEASE NOTE that if you wish to book the pavilion 
and/or field please use the contact details on our new 
website - www.ogilviepavilion.org   or by emailing 
Ogilvie.booking@gmail.com 
 
Trustee Francis Byrne adds: 
‘Following the sale of the Working Men’s Club in 
Thorpeness, the trustees of the Pavilion have the funds to 
expand the existing building to create a community facility 
for the village and the wider surrounding area. 
The trustees are hosting an Open Day to engage with the 
local community to discover what you would like to see 
from an improved sports facility to a function room. Come 
and see the plans and tell us what you think. 
Come and have a go at croquet or cricket, see displays 
from the current user groups and hear from the Ukulele 
Group. Enjoy a variety of stalls, barbecue, bar and an 
Easter egg hunt. This is a unique opportunity for the local 
community to express their views.’ 
 
Francis Byrne 07775 791441 
byrneengineering@zohomail.eu 
 

Croquet Club 
 

The Thorpeness Croquet Club 2022 season is well under 
way following a well attended AGM in mid-March, several 
new members and lots of games being played.  Our 
regular roll-up days are Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 2pm. 
We are now looking forward to welcoming anyone who 
would like to have a go at playing the game at our Open 
Day on Easter Saturday 16 April from mid-day 
onwards.  Do come along and see what the game is all 
about.  It is on the same day as the Pavilion will be having 
their Open Day, which is of course where our croquet 
lawn is located.   If you can't join us then,  come along to 
one of our roll-ups. 
Croquet is a game of accuracy and tactics rather than 
speed and strength so can be played by all ages and is 
one of the games where men and women can compete 
on equal terms.   Give it a try. 
 
Angela Clark       Secretary     Thorpeness Croquet Club 

 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
http://www.ogilviepavilion.org/
mailto:Ogilvie.booking@gmail.com
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  Thorpeness and Aldringham Heritage Group 
 
        

 
The time between Christmas and Easter is usually quite 
quiet for everyone with not a lot going on, but thankfully 
this year with the help of landlord David James we did 
manage to resurrect our Winter Warmer meal at the 
Dolphin Inn. We held a very successful evening attended 
by 31 people, and it was nice to be able to meet some of 
our members again after a two year hiatus due to Covid 
restrictions. Let’s hope this is a sign that we can start to 
get back to life ‘pre-lockdown’ and to enjoy being safely in 
each other’s company. 
We are in the final stages of planning our Grand Opening 
which will take place on Easter Monday at the Heritage 
Centre from 2-4pm, having been postponed over the last 
18 months due to Covid. Please see local notice boards 
for final details. 

If anyone who is not already a member would like to join 
us for our opening celebration, it’s still not too late; please 
email me, Sue, on: info@tahg.org.uk and I will send you a 
membership form.  Our annual fee is only £5 for single 
and £10 for family membership, representing excellent 
value and one of the few things that hasn’t fallen victim to 
a price increase. 
Our chair, Maureen Jones and a small band of helpers 
have made an excellent job of keeping our newly planted 
garden area in good order, and by the look of the plants it 
seems to have paid off. Most of them survived the winter 
weather and are now starting to show new growth. I hope 
you will all agree that the committee’s work over the last 
few years to tidy up and develop this area has made a 
huge visual improvement to the back of the car park and 
is much admired by all. 
As the village prepares for another busy summer I hope 
you will all come and visit the Heritage Centre at some 
point. For the immediate future, our opening hours will be 
just Saturdays and Sundays 11am-3pm starting the week 
following Easter, but please check the notice board next 
to the centre’s door regularly for any additional times. We 
are presently looking for anyone interested in organising 
the rota for the forthcoming season and whilst we have a 
good list of people who will man the centre we are always 
looking out for more helpers. Even if you can only offer 
one or two dates during the summer season I’m sure 
Maureen will be pleased to hear from you. 
Her contact details are phone 01728 453915, or by email 
on info@tahg.org.uk 
Here’s hoping that we are in for a lovely summer with 
everyone enjoying all that our unique village and locality 
has to offer. 
Sue Atkinson                         -              On behalf of TAHG 
 

Footnote 
We would like to thank Chris and the Staff at The Parrot, 
Aldringham for providing coffee mornings on every 
second Wednesday of the month for parishioners. 
Chris recently opened the donation box, which contained 
£350. Instead of donating the money to the Heritage 
Group this time, Chris and I decided to contribute all of 
the money to The Ukraine Appeal. This was announced 
during the coffee morning, but people were not aware of 
the amount. A large Thank You to Chris and The Parrot 
for providing the coffee mornings 

Maureen Jones    Chair TAHG 
  

Annual Beach and Village Clean 
.   
Now Bill Crow has defected to Chillesford, Pete Holmes 
has kindly taken over organisation of the Thorpeness 
Annual Beach and Village Clean.  Litter pickers should 
assemble at the Dolphin at 10am on Good Friday for a 
safety talk, collection of bags, gloves and litter pickers 
and a cup of coffee.  Three team leaders will allocate 
areas. Please bring your own gloves and pickers if you 
have them, in case supplies run short. Reassemble at 
The Dolphin at noon for a snack, and the usual telling of 
tall tales about the most interesting pieces of rubbish 
collected.  Prizes for the best stories! 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
mailto:info@tahg.org.uk
mailto:01728%20453915
mailto:info@tahg.org.uk
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
 

Aldringham cum Thorpe Parish Councillors  

Maureen Jones            01728 453915 
Alan Williams                   07802 175184 
Eric Atkinson           01728 830497 
Pippa McLardy           01728 454565 
Bill Seale                                                         01728 832306 
Shirley Tilbrook   Parish Clerk        01728 830001 

District Councillors  

Tony Cooper 

Tony.cooper@eastsuffolk.gov.uk                    01728 830181 
Russ Rainger   
russ.rainger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Work No:                                                         07825 720522 
Tom Daly 
Tom.daly@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  
 
County Councillor 
TJ Haworth- Culf       
tj.haworth-culf@suffolk.gov.uk                                 07955 434442 

Police - Suffolk Constabulary 

Always Dial 999 for Emergencies, including Coastguard 

Non Urgent Issues               101 
Community Engagement Officer, Halesworth Locality, 

Halesworth Police Station           Simon Green (PC 187)   
ceohalesworth@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  

Aldringham – Maria Chapman-Beer 
tribunegang@gmail.com 
(Aldeburgh Rd and roads off except Aldringham Park,   
to borders with Leiston, Aldeburgh, and down Thorpe 
Rd towards Thorpeness) 

Thorpeness – Evelyn Rumsby                       07809 840924                

Hospitals 

Aldeburgh & District Community Hospital 
Park Road, Aldeburgh                                     01728 452778 
Ipswich Hospital   Heath Road                        01473 712233 

Doctors’ Surgeries 

The Peninsular Practice 
Church Farm, Victoria Road, Aldeburgh         01728 452027 
The Surgery, Main Street, Leiston                  01728 830526 
The Surgery,  
Lambsale Meadow, Saxmundham                  01728 602022 
Non-emergency health problems advice                        111 

 
 
 

 
Power cut line 0800 31 63 105       or simply call           105   

Dental Surgeons 

Aldeburgh Dental Practice 
167 High Street, Aldeburgh                            01728 452884 
Saxmundham Dental Surgery 
9 High Street, Saxmundham                           01728 602537 

Pharmacies 

Aldeburgh Pharmacy 
125 High Street, Aldeburgh                           01728 452763 
Leiston Pharmacy                                          01728 832231  
East of England Coop Pharmacy 
High Street, Saxmundham                             01728 602051 

Veterinary Surgeons 

Aldeburgh Vets  
Hall Farm Lane, Saxmundham Rd, Aldeburgh  
contact@aldeburghvets.co.uk                01728 598111 
Leiston Veterinary Clinic 
1d Eastlands, Leiston                                      01728 833566 
Fromus Veterinary Group Fromus House,  
Street Farm Road, Saxmundham                   01728 602599 
 
Thorpeness Croquet Club 

Gerald Lomax                                                01728 768846 
 
Good Neighbours Group      Help Line       07521 047843  
Chairperson Jill Hubbard                                01728 830778 
 
Local Heritage Group  

Chairperson Mrs Maureen Jones         01728 453915 
 
Rainbow Tots  
Ms Anja Shaw                                                 01728 453295  
Every Tuesday 10am - 11:30am  
Aldeburgh Community Centre 
 
St Andrew’s Church 

Churchwarden  David Copp         01728 635816  
 
Ogilvie Pavilion  

Eric Atkinson           01728 830497 
 
Thorpeness Cricket Club  
Mr F Byrne                                                      01728 830834  
Email: byrneengineering@zohomail.eu 
 
Connecting Communities Transport           01728 635938 
 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
mailto:Tony.cooper@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:russ.rainger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Tom.daly@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:ceohalesworth@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
mailto:tribunegang@gmail.com
mailto:contact@aldeburghvets.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON – End of March – July 2022 

Month Place Event 
   

March    

Sat 26
th
 (midnight) Countrywide British Summer Time begins – clocks forward 1 hour 

Sun 27
th
  11am  St Andrew’s Church  Mothering Sunday service  

   

April   

Fri  1
st
  10am  Thorpe Road, Aldringham  Aldringham Tea Room Opens 

Mon  4th                 7pm Pavilion, Thorpeness Annual Parish Meeting 

Tues 5
th 

          6.30- 8.30pm Pavilion, Thorpeness Good Neighbours AGM  

Fri 8
th
 All SCC Schools Last day of School Spring Term 

Sun 10
th
           11am  St Andrew’s Church  Palm Sunday Service 

Mon 11
th
          6pm St Andrew’s Church  Evening Prayer  

Tues 12
th
  Aldringham Green  Coffee Caravan  

Good Fri 15
th
  10am for 

10.30 start – 12noon  
Dolphin, Thorpeness  Beach and Village Clean 

Easter Sat 16
th
 12noon -4pm  Pavilion Thorpeness  Open day to show plans for Sportsfield redevelopment 

Easter Sunday 6.30am Thorpeness Beach near car park Sunrise Service followed by breakfast at Country Club 

Easter Monday 18
th
 2pm Heritage Hut Thorpeness  Official opening of  Heritage Hut 

Monday 24
th
  All SCC Schools First day of School Summer Term  

May    

Sun 15
th
  12.30pm St Andrew’s Church Parochial Church Council meeting 

Mon 16
th
                  7pm  Pavilion, Thorpeness Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Fri 30
th
 All SCC Schools End of first half of Summer Term 

   

June   

Thurs 2nd Countrywide Spring Bank Holiday & start of Queen’s Jubilee 
celebration  

Thur 2
nd

 times TBC Parrot Aldringham  Pub breakfast, a village walk, quiz  

Fri 3
rd

  times TBC Aldringham Green  Village Event Pilgrim’s service 

Sat 4
th
  Parrot Aldringham  Celebration pub lunch and live music  

Sun 5
th
  Mill   Hill Aldringham, Dolphin 

Thorpeness 
Platinum Jubilee Celebration Lunch  

Mon 6
th
  All SCC Schools Start of 2

nd
 half of Summer Term  

Mon 20
th
   Pavilion, Thorpeness  Parish Council meeting  

July    

Mon 25
th
  Pavilion, Thorpeness Parish Council meeting 

 
Every Wednesday 6.30pm on Zoom – Pilgrims Together weekly worship followed by get-together 
Every Sunday – St Andrew’s Church Services 11am  
Last Wednesday of every month – Community Coffee Morning at the Dolphin Thorpeness  
Second Wednesday of every month – Community Coffee morning at The Parrot Aldringham  

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com

