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Community unites to cope and care 
through Covid-19 pandemic 

 

Residents at Thorpeness Almshouses gather outside for the 
final ‘Clap for Carers’ on Sunday July 5

th
 2020 

Editor’s Note:- 
Blithely gathering in articles in early March to include in 

the never-to-appear April edition of our Parish Newsletter, 
I had no idea that by this next compilation, our Nation 
would have endured four months of Lockdown from 
March 24

th
. Closed schools, closed businesses, closed 

libraries, gyms, swimming pools, churches, choirs; over 
70s and the vulnerable confined to their homes; care 
homes no longer able to allow in visitors; funerals limited 
to a few close family members; no travel further than a 
few miles from home. Even shopping for essentials 
became a trial, with long queues outside supermarkets 
and post offices, one-way traffic in the aisles, shelves 
stripped of basics, and everywhere hand sanitizer, anti-
bacterial spray and no cash payments, thank you.  
Fortunately for us living in such a beautiful area, the daily 
walks and cycle rides along deserted lanes and beaches 
were a rare treat, and also, dare I say, thoroughly enjoyed 
by many. Fortunately, too, as well as the workers who 
battled on in our hospitals, care homes, shops, and 
transport services, our community proved itself to be full 
of selfless, caring souls who went out of their way to help 
their neighbours. A few are mentioned in this newsletter, 
but many more will go without recognition. Thank you to 
all of you, and deepest sympathy to those who have 
suffered loss of loved ones, illness and anguish.  
 

 
While we may think the worst is over, it is no time to lower 
our guard. The huge influx of tourists, second 
homeowners and day trippers in our lanes and byways is 
making social distancing difficult, but please try to 
maintain it where you can. Keep washing your hands 
regularly, and wear a mask in confined spaces.  
Latest statistics and up-to-date government advice can be 
found online at:-

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Coronavirus latest stats 
New Cases 

In the week to July 27th there were 12 new cases of 
Covid-19 in Suffolk, seven fewer than new cases the 
previous week. In total there were at that date 2,659 
cases throughout the county. East Suffolk had 878 cases, 
the highest number among the five county districts.  This 
represents 353.7 cases per 100,000 head of population, 
but Ipswich, with 706 cases overall, represents 510.4 
cases per 100,000. In England generally, the rate is 460.7 
cases per 100,000. 
 
Care Homes 

In care homes, the number of suspected and confirmed 
cases has dropped dramatically from a high of 259 cases 
in Ipswich and East Suffolk in the first week of May to just 
seven  in the week to 21

st
 July.  Overall 194 people have 

died in Suffolk care homes, a higher figure than in Norfolk 
and Cambridgeshire/Peterborough, but lower than in 
Essex or Hertfordshire.  

Parish Council Update 
Parish Matters - August 2020 

 

All of the Parish Councillors hope that you and your 
families have remained safe and well during these last 
few months in the face of the Covid-19 threat.  Many of us 
have been in isolation and the village has been very quiet. 
However, the peace is now all forgotten with the influx of 
second homeowners, holiday lets and tourists and visitors 
out for the day.  Obviously this is all good news to the 
local business people and very encouraging for the area - 
as long as visitors abide by the rules. 
Unfortunately the Parish Council has been unable to hold 
meetings, but we are hoping to get together in the near 
future.  We have been in contact via email and telephone 
and sorted out several matters in the Parish which 
needed attention. 
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Allotments 
Due to the steadfast work of Councillor Alan Williams the 
Aldringham allotments have now been allocated and are 
being looked after in a very professional way. 
Owners are now enjoying home grown vegetables, 
flowers etc, and benefitting from their hard labour to 
achieve a good harvest. 
We look forward to having a small event when we are 
able to do so to celebrate all the achievements and we 
thank all who have made this a reality. 
 
Verges 

On the subject of vegetation, the Parish Council continues 
to try to get the badly overgrown and overhung verges 
and hedgerows cut back, most notably along 
Remembrance Road, Thorpeness. This is a dangerous 
stretch for both cyclists and pedestrians when they cannot 
get close into or onto verges, so drivers need to take 
extra care.  
 
Flooding 
Aldringham - Suffolk County Council Highways have 

made an excellent job on work to help control the flooding 
outside The Parrot.  Highways worked in a very organised 
and efficient way and have left the sight looking very 
clean and tidy.  A big thank you to them. 
Thorpeness - The situation in Thorpeness at the moment 
still remains a problem as per last Newsletter and we are 
still waiting to hear back from Highways how they are 
progressing with discussions with the landowner of the 
new building development in Old Homes Road. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan Group did commence meetings 
again, but due to Covid19 had to stop.  This will continue 
again as soon as we can all meet. 
 
Sizewell C 

After years of public consultation, the planning for 
Sizewell C has been accepted for examination by the 
UK's Planning Inspectorate.At the moment print and 
Digital DCO can be viewed in Mobile Library service 
between 10am to 4pm in various locations in the area. 
Appointments can be made by telephoning 0800 197 
6102. 
 
Scottish Power 
East Anglia One North and East Anglia Two Preliminary 
Meeting will take place on 16th September, 17th 
September if required and Tuesday 6th October 2020 if 
required, starting at10.00am and will be an online virtual 
event.Check online for details. 
 
Coastal Erosion 

Obviously this is an on-going problem and at the moment 
a Coastal Forum Group has been set up who are having 
talks with East Suffolk District Council.It appears that 
Private funds will have to be raised to pay for future 
works, and the group are investigating the best way of 
raising this money. 

Parish News and Covid-19 updates 
Please use our Website for updates regarding Covid-19 
and what is happening in the Parish. 
We hope to recruit two new Parish Councillors in the near 
future. 
We hope to hold our meetings shortly when we are 
allowed to do so. 
Don't forget the Parish has a very good Good Neighbours 
Scheme (07521047843). 
 
Thank you 
We want to take this opportunity to say an enormous 
thank you to the following:- 

 All those who give up their time to cut the 
pathways and clear the vegetation for everyone. 

 All those who go out each night and clear up the 
rubbish left by visitors. 

 The Good Neighbours Team who have worked so 
hard during these difficult times. 

 The people who just smile, wave and say Hello. 

 The people who organise events. 

 David and Chris from The Dolphin and The Parrot 
for all their hard work in the Community. 

 Everyone involved in trying to save our precious 
Coastline. 

 All the people who help with the Village Clean Up 
and the Beach Clean. 

 Those in Aldringham who help tidy up and have 
persevered during the mess and noise of the 
building works from the new development. 

 Everyone who has put up with roadworks, 
drainage works and gas works during the last few 
months. 

Just a BIG ‘Thank You’ to all our Parishioners for working 
and helping in our wonderful Parish.  
Please stay safe and well and don't forget your face 
mask. 
Maureen Jones Chair AcT Parish Council 
 

 
Rob and Linda Wilkerson of The Bays Thorpeness produced 

their own poster to say ‘thank you’ to the NHS and to the heroes 
commemorated on VE Day, May 8

th 
 

Photo courtesy of Janey Blanchflower  
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District Council July Report 

 
Home But Not Alone 

The East Suffolk Home But Not Alone (HBNA) scheme 
supporting vulnerable people during the Covid -9 crisis 
now supports 1,814 individuals in this part of the county – 
around a third of these are shielding. However, the 
government’s shielding service is pausing on 31

st
 July 

and as a result, Suffolk’s HBNA service is currently being 
reviewed.  We will of course continue to provide support 
to people in need after this date, however this may be 
provided in a different way. 
 
Grandpads 
Almost all the 24 ‘Grandpads’  available on loan to elderly 
people with no wifi, equipment or IT skills have now been 
distributed.  The devices have been specifically designed 
around the needs of older adults, and the large buttons 
and intuitive interface make it easy to connect with loved 
ones and the outside world without the complicated 
features of other tablets. The devices will include 
unlimited 4G internet, 24/7 personalised support and 
unlimited minutes, so users can easily make phone calls 
at no extra costs. If successful (and there are many 
touching stories already about the difference they have 
made) , the scheme will be rolled out to more residents in 
the district, if additional funding can be secured.  
 
Hardship Fund 
A Covid19 emergency hardship fund of around £100,000 
(each of the District’s 54 Councillors contributed towards 
this)  now has less than £15,000 left in it. A full report on 
the groups supported will be available in the next couple 
of weeks. 
 
Grants, funding and business matters 

Applications for Covid 19 related business grants have 
slowed down considerably. As of 17 July we had issued 
grants to over 5,500 local businesses and totalling over 
£63.1m. Funds within the discretionary scheme are 
anticipated to be fully allocated shortly and therefore we 
will be issuing comms setting out how successful the 
scheme has been in supporting local businesses but also 
urging those organisations who believes they are eligible 
but have not yet applied to do so as soon as possible. 
The Council has taken a highly discretionary and 
permissive approach as well as focussing on those 
businesses in the greatest need to ensure as many local 
organisations benefit as possible. 
The team continue to deliver products and support to our 
town centres through the Reopening High Streets Safely 
Fund, however the majority of interventions associated 
with this fund have now been delivered. A number of 
towns agreed road closures with ourselves and SCC to 
support safe reopening and work continues with two more 
towns to look at highways/ pavement changes to continue 
to support safe reopening. One further strand of work 
being considered is the temporary employment of 
business information officers that can provide ongoing 

safety advice for our town centre businesses. The 
demand and feasibility to deliver this will be determined 
shortly. 
Sizewell C update 

The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) asked both ESC and 
SCC to provide comments on the Adequacy of 
Consultation undertaken by EDF Energy prior to 
submission. Officers were given access to EDF Energy’s 
Consultation Report to aid us in responding. ESC and 
SCC submitted a joint response to PINS by the 14 June 
.The full response is being made available on our website 
here: https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/sizewell-
nuclear-power-station/development-consent-order-
dco/ and will also be published by PINS on their Sizewell 
C web pages which can be found 
here: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/pr
ojects/eastern/sizewell-c-new-nuclear-power-station/ 
Technical officers are currently reviewing the submitted 
documentation. 
As host authorities, ESC and SCC will not have to 
formally register as Interested Parties but we will be 
submitting a Relevant Representation in due course. 
SPR EA1N and EA2 Update 
 In response to the Examining Authority’s Procedural 
Decision on 21

st
 May 2020, SPR submitted an early draft 

Statement of Common Ground with East Suffolk Council 
and Suffolk County Council covering:- Land Conditions 
and Ground Conditions; Land Use; Onshore Ecology; 
Onshore Ornithology 
The Councils also submitted a document to the 
Examining Authority which outlined early draft comments 
on key stakeholders’ Relevant Representations. A copy of 
the Statement of Common Ground and the Councils’ 
comments on Relevant Representations is available on 
the project webpages on the Planning Inspectorate’s 
website. SPR has provided their own comments in 
response to the Relevant Representations submitted 
during the s56 consultation which includes a response to 
the Councils’ comments which we are now considering. 
 

Major Energy Infrastructure Projects 

 
ScottishPower Renewables - East Anglia ONE North 
and East Anglia TWO windfarms (EA1N and EA2) 
 

These projects, if consented, would have major impacts in 
our Parish and the wider area both during and after 
construction which is forecast to start in 2024.   
It has now become apparent that EA1N and EA2 would 
be setting a precedent as the first of a series of several 
offshore wind farm and energy ‘interconnector’ projects 
for which National Grid has allocated connections in the 
Leiston / Friston area. Those projects if approved are 
likely to impact not just Friston, but all villages near the 
construction and crossed by their cables and haul roads. 
The EA1N and EA2 offshore power cables would pass 
under the Thorpeness cliffs to a large construction 
compound nearby.  From there, two wide cable and haul 
road corridors would make their way, running roughly 
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parallel to the beach as far as Sizewell passing close to 
Ness House and Pebble Cottages, then driving through/ 
under the SSSI towards Thorpe Road, Aldringham, 
across the Aldringham ‘River Hundred Special Landscape 
Area’ and then across the Aldeburgh Road, removing 
much of the mature woodland between Fitches Lane and 
Aldringham Court before finally connecting to large 
substations at Grove Wood, Friston. 
A formal Planning Inspectorate examination of these first 
two Development Consent Orders was due to commence 
on 26

th
 February.  However, restrictions on travel and 

public gatherings caused by the COVID-19 pandemic led 
to the Examination being delayed.  A revised timetable for 
the hearings was issued on 16

th
 July.   

The Examination of the two applications primarily takes 
the form of consideration of written submissions, but oral 
representations at the hearings will also be considered. 
Everyone who has previously made a written Relevant 
Representation to Planning Inspectorate regarding one or 
both of the applications has been registered as an 
Interested Party.   
Interested Parties, Statutory Parties and Local Authorities 
(including Aldringham-cum-Thorpe Parish Council) will 
already have received full details of the examination 
timetable and processes and also an invitation to attend 
the Preliminary Meeting scheduled on 16

th
 and 17

th
 

September 2020. The purpose of the Preliminary Meeting 
is to enable views to be put to the panel about the way in 
which the application is to be examined. It is looking at 
procedure and not the merits of the application. Those 
Interested Parties wishing to raise specific procedural 
issues must first have registered with the Planning 
Inspectorate by Thursday 13th August. The Preliminary 
Meeting will be a virtual (videoconferencing) meeting.  It 
will be live-streamed and recorded. The recording will be 
published afterwards on the National Infrastructure 
Planning website.  
The Examining Authorities will later be holding virtual 
‘Open Floor Hearings’ for both projects on 7th, 8th and 
9th October 2020.  Open Floor Hearings provide an 
opportunity for any Interested Party to make oral 
representations about the application.  Information about 
how to request to speak at these hearings will be made 
available on the Planning Inspectorate project website in 
the week commencing 17 August 2020.  
The examination and all hearings will complete by 6 April 
2021. 
Finally, it is important to note that Planning Inspectorate 
examinations of National Strategic Infrastructure Projects 
are primarily a written process.  Those parishioners who 
have registered as an Interested Party are advised to 
make sure they have completed and submitted their 
Written Evidence in support of their earlier Written 
Representations by the deadline announced in the 
revised Examination Timetable. 
BEIS Offshore Transmission Network Review  

On 15th July, the Department of Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy announced the above review in 
response to the widespread concerns of the demands of 
onshore infrastructure required to accommodate the 

growth of offshore windfarms as a means of delivering the 
government’s net zero emissions target by 2050. The 
review provides for regular updates and opportunities to 
challenge. It is hoped to provide an ‘interim’ update by the 
end of the year ‘with a view to providing clarity for an 
enduring approach in 2021’. However the announcement 
of this “review” has not so far resulted in any change or 
pause in the approvals process for the two ScottishPower 
Renewables projects. 
Sizewell C Development Consent Order Application 
(DCO)  
This has now been released and you can register your 
views with the Planning Inspectorate until 30th September 
2020. You can examine the full application by visiting 
www.sizewellcdco.co.uk.  
The site is reasonably easy to access and you are 
advised to find Book 6 of the Environmental Statement, 
Chapter 1 which has a Non-Technical Summary (203 
pages!).  
The construction period is estimated to be 9-12 years of 
disruption employing up to 8,500 workers and staff at its 
peak.  
Bill Halford (SASES) https://sases.org.uk 01728 832488 

 

Parish Emergency Plan 

 
Last December I wrote in this newsletter about the 
Aldringham Lane flooding.  There were photographs and 
reports on line detailing the extent of the flooding and 
even the chef of the Parrot public house floating across 
the flooded road on an inflatable parrot! 
Fortunately, those days are now behind us.  The drainage 
work has been completed and the workmen have left.  
They did a fantastic job and the new drains are bigger 
and there are more of them than before the work started.  
The outflow into the Horse Pond is impressive and the 
Horse Pond has been extended to approximately three 
times its previous capacity. 
There is one more stage to go for the project to be totally 
effective; that is the creation of a flood drainage scheme 
for the field(s) to the north of Chandlers Way.  I believe 
this will be underway once the harvest is gathered.  The 
landowner has been very helpful and cooperative and is 
keen to ensure that the drainage work completed on 
Aldringham Lane and the Aldeburgh Road is not 
compromised by rainfall flooding the fields and 
overflowing into residents’ gardens and flooding the bridle 
path. 
Completion of the last stage of the project will allow the 
village to look forward to the winter storms and rainfall 
with the confidence that these events will no longer cause 
extensive flooding, distress, disruption and anxiety. 
On another subject more relevant to the season, most of 
us welcome hot weather, but when it's too hot for too 
long, there are health risks. 
In England, there are on average 2000 heat-related 
deaths every year.  If hot weather hits this summer, make 
sure it does not harm you or anyone you know.  The heat 
can affect anyone, but some people are at greater risk 
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from it, especially older people and those with underlying 
health conditions. 
As our climate changes, hot spells are expected to be 
more frequent and more intense.  During the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is especially important that you know what 
actions to take to keep yourself and others safe from high 
temperatures 
The main health risks posed by a heatwave are: 

 not having enough water (dehydration). 

 overheating, which can make symptoms worse 
for people who already have problems with their 
heart or breathing. 

 heat exhaustion and heatstroke, which are 

potentially serious conditions that can occur if you 

get too hot. 

The Met Office has published the best ways to stay safe 
when the heat arrives. 

 If you live alone, ask a relative or friend to check, 

regularly, that you are OK. 

 Stay cool indoors and know how to keep your 

home cool. 

 Close curtains, blinds and shutters on rooms that 

face the sun to keep indoor spaces cooler. 

 Don’t forget there will be times when it may be 

cooler outdoors than indoors. 

 If going outdoors, use cool spaces considerately, 

remember the social distancing guidelines. 

 Follow COVID-19 social distancing guidance and 

wash your hands regularly. 

 Drink plenty of fluids and avoid excess alcohol.  

 Never leave anyone in a closed parked vehicle; 

especially infants, young children or animals. 

 Try to keep out of the sun between 11am to 3pm, 

when the UV rays are strongest. 

 If you have to go out walk in the shade, apply 

sunscreen and wear a wide-brimmed hat. 

 Avoid physical exertion in the hottest parts of the 

day. 

 Make sure you take enough water with you, 

wherever you go. 

 Check TV or radio for the latest weather forecast 

and temperature warnings. 

 During warm weather going for a swim can 

provide much welcomed relief, take care and 

follow local safety advice, if you are going into 

open water to cool down. 

 Remember that while COVID-19 restrictions are 

in place, you will need to follow any additional 

government guidance to use public spaces safely. 

 Get medical advice if you have concerns about an 

uncomfortably hot house that's affecting your 

health or the health of someone else. 

Lastly, we still need more volunteers to fill some of the 
key roles, such as Community Coordinators, 

Neighbourhood Watch volunteers, Flood Coordinators 
and volunteers who have specialist equipment such as 
chain saws, pumps and generators that can be used 
during an emergency. 
If you can assist by taking any of these roles please 
contact myself, Roger Brown, or Pippa McLardy, 
Newsletter Editor, at the email addresses below. 
Roger Brown  roger.brown72@btinternet.com 
Pippa McLardy plmclardy@hotmail.com 
 

Uppen about – some Parish News 
 
 Uppen: to mention, disclose or reveal (a word ‘much used 
around Aldbro’ according to Edward Moor’s dictionary of Suffolk 
Dialect published in 1823) 
 

Father and son face horrific break-in attempt 
 

Four young adult males attempted to break into a house 
in Thorpeness at 3am on the morning of 22

nd
 July, 

seriously frightening the occupants (a father and his 7-
year-old son).  After failing in their first attempt they went 
away, but returned five minutes later and tried to force the 
front door open.  The occupant challenged them through 
the window and they again ran away, but returned to 
surround his car, parked in the road outside.  When 
threatened with the police they became aggressive and 
started shouting obscenities.  They were well- spoken, 
possibly with West London accents. The police arrived at 
4.15am to search the scene.  
 

Thorpeness Annual Smugglers Charity Walk 
Advance Notice 

 
This will take place on Wednesday 21st October starting 
at 11 a.m. - venue to be confirmed, i.e. we shall meet at 
either The Dolphin or The Parrot.  For further information 
contact Bill Crow 01728 454641 or wjcrow@aol.com 

Thorpeness Tree Planting Scattered Orchard 
Project 

We are delighted to advise that this will at last take place 
on Saturday 24th October, 2020 on the Thorpeness 
Sports Field commencing at 11 a.m.  We shall be planting 
fruit trees: apple, pear, plum, Quince & medlar in groups 
of six in four separate locations, along with approximately 
twenty five metres of mixed hedging plants.  
Our aim is to involve as many of the villagers, residents 
and non-residents, as we can with an important emphasis 
on the inclusion of young people.  We hope through our 
team leaders and instructional material to make the 
planting a truly memorable and educational experience.  
To support us in our endeavours we have raised 
approximately £2500 from generous village residents 
topped by great contributions from EDF and Adnams 
community funds.  Their response has been fantastic.  
The trees and hedging will be supplied by Botanica 
Arboretum based at Chantry Farm, Campsea Ashe.  They 
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have continued to advise us as to the best way forward 
during the Covid crisis.  

 
 
David at The Dolphin and his wonderful staff will provide 
us with refreshments in the pub garden, weather 
permitting.  
A final word – an orchard is a long term asset to 
Thorpeness and Aldringham.  With good annual 
maintenance it will endure for decades.  The groups of 
fruit trees will offer areas of experience and education to 
generations as well as being places of pure joy.  Please 
make a note on your calendars to rally round us on our 
Thorpeness Scattered Orchard Day.  Bring your wellies, 
your gloves, your children, your grandchildren, your dogs 
(under control please as we do not want them digging the 
trees up!) and your enthusiasm.  Oh! by the way we 
mustn’t forget we shall be adhering to all Government 
advice related to social distancing and preventative 
measures relating to the virus.  
Bill Crow – Thorpeness Beach Baggers  
 

Pet owners warned to be vigilant after a number 
of dog thefts this year 

 
Suffolk Constabulary is warning pet owners to take extra 
care after seeing a number of dog thefts this year. 
Sergeant Brian Calver said: "Organised crime groups are 
actively targeting addresses, with working breeds tending 
to be those that are favoured by criminals.  
"The loss of any pet can be devastating to owners, with 
the added trauma of not knowing what sort of conditions 
the dog is being subjected to. We would advise dog 
owners to review security of any outdoor kennels." 
 
Working Breeds Targeted  

There have been 17 confirmed cases where dogs have 
been stolen within the county this year, and Sgt Calver 
said all bar one of the incidents involved the theft of dogs 
that would be classed as working gun breeds. 
Security measures to prevent thefts include good quality 
locks and lighting, while consideration should be given to 

CCTV and sensors as these offer an early alert to the 
presence of intruders.  
Gardens should be well secured with fencing or hedges, 
while gates should be kept locked.  
Owners are advised not to leave dogs out in open 
gardens and yards when they are not at home and, if 
possible, they should be brought into the house overnight.  
Ensure your dog is chipped and, if neutered, mark the 
dog’s tag as such as this makes them less attractive to 
thieves that may want to steal them for breeding. When 
out walking, if you let your dog off the lead, don’t allow it 
to leave your sight. 
Sgt Calver also advised dog owners to ensure they were 
not giving away personal details online. 
He said: "Consider your security on social media and 
avoid giving away details that may highlight your address 
and the fact you have a dog which could be attractive to 
thieves.  
"We would encourage you to be vigilant of suspicious 
persons seen around addresses, or any cold callers. 
Please report such activity, with descriptions of the 
individuals and their vehicles, as well as sharing those 
concerns on local watch groups." 
Sgt Calver also urged owners of other pets to be wary of 
thieves, saying birds had been stolen too. 
Anybody with any information regarding the theft of dogs 
or other pets is encouraged to contact Suffolk police via: 
Website: http://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/existing-
report-update  
Crimestoppers – Contact the independent charity 
Crimestoppers 100% anonymously on 0800 555 111, or 
via their online form: www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
Phone – call 101  
Please note in the event of an emergency you should 
always call 999. 
General crime prevention advice can be found by visiting 
www.suffolk.police.uk/advice/crime-prevention-z 
 
 

 
 
 

This cockapoo was one of 17 dogs stolen during 
early July- the thefts included 13 puppies and 

several working dogs 
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crimestoppers-uk.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CIan.PARKER%40suffolk.police.uk%7C14a743df2ea5426fdede08d818399518%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637285982896533624&sdata=sMxsEq1o%2Br63ABJM3zJyPaJGUzI07oMOr2EoRUZ1%2F4M%3D&reserved=0
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/advice/crime-prevention-z
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Local Groups and Clubs 

 

St. Andrew’s Church Aldringham IP16 4AT 

 
 

News from St Andrew’s  
 
The gentle process of opening churches for worship 
within the benefice continues and the penultimate week of 
July saw the first service of Holy Communion in a church 
building since March. In the interim, the outdoor services 
in St Andrew’s beautiful churchyard, ably led by David 
Gordon, have been very successful, with the first three 
Sundays blessed with warm sunshine.  When rain did 
come the following Sunday, the same service was held 
inside the church and Rev Mark preached the sermon. 
These popular outdoor services at St. Andrew’s will 
continue at 11.00 am for the time being. There is even a 
rumour that the choir may gradually re-emerge!  
One sad casualty of the Covid/social distancing rules is 
that we have decided not to hold the Animal Service in 
the churchyard this year - but it will be back next year. 
Traditionally, in the month of August, we hold Sunday 
services at the Thorpeness Country Club at which we 
welcome summer visitors to our little part of the 
world.  This has been arranged again for this year but in 
view of Covid will be held outdoors close to The 
Meare.  The Thorpeness services will take place at 
9.30am and typically last for about 30 minutes.  The first 
of these services will be on Sunday 2 August at 9.30am. 
The last, on August 30

th
, with be Holy Communion in the 

grounds of The Dolphin.  
Earlier in the year, some important anniversaries were 
marked in slightly different ways from usual.  Most 
notably, the 75

th
 anniversary of VE day fell on May 8

th
.  A 

biographical display remembering the fallen from our 
parish who perished in the 39-45 war was erected in the 
churchyard and attracted a good number of visitors. For 
those reading this newsletter online, the biographies can 
still be viewed online by copying this link into your web 
browser: 
https://www.flipsnack.com/standrewsaldringham/ve-day-
remembrance-flip-3-pdf-xc5ofijd1j.html 
The Church is constantly reviewing the social distancing 
and other rules which we are following at this time.  We 
must all be careful and hope that no new outbreak 
severely affects us here and that we will, before too long, 
meet again in a happy social and buzzy atmosphere. 

David Copp, Churchwarden, 01728 635816 or 07747 
030248 

Pilgrims Together - Serving in the community 

 
Sadly many organisations all over the country have had to 
pare down, curtail or even cease to exist during the last 
few months. Not so the Pilgrims Together Worship Group; 
in fact we are planning to do more things in the 
community than we have ever done before. Our 
fortnightly meetings and suppers held at The Pavilion, 
Thorpeness, have had to be put on hold for the moment 
but thanks to modern technology we have been able to 
meet weekly on Wednesday evenings using zoom. These 
meetings have been very successful and regularly have 
more than 20 people joining in. We use material from the 
worship books that the Christian community based on the 
Scottish island of Iona produce. Each service is tailored to 
meet today’s needs, to open our eyes to all that is 
relevant to today whilst keeping the teachings of Jesus 
very much in mind. Many of our members have been 
actively using zoom to keep in contact with their families 
whilst the pandemic has forced them to socially isolate 
and with this technology installed into their iPads, 
computers etc. they have also been able to access our 
Pilgrims zoom group to worship. We also spend some 
time before and after our services to both see and chat to 
friends, it’s very uplifting and helps curtail the feelings of 
loneliness that a lot of people have felt. 
A small group of us are also working on producing a 
welcome pack to be given to any new people taking up 
residence in the village of Aldringham. This has been 
instigated by the 40 new homes which are being built at 
the village crossroads and it is hoped to give each new 
homeowner an information pack detailing all the groups, 
social, religious or businesses that happen in the locality. 
We are also working on a way to offer a monthly Sunday 
morning breakfast group as soon as things return to a 
more normal time. 
We are keen to actively bring people together, both 
established village members and newcomers to form a 
supportive and friendly community. A lot of villagers have 
already started this work during the recent pandemic and 
it would be lovely to build on and enhance what has 
already been started. We have been very fortunate in that 
our local priest, Reverend Mark Lowther and the local 
diocese, through their ‘Lightwave’ initiative have been 
very supportive of our ideas to bring our community 
together, we thank them for this support and hope we can 
help bring about a real change for the better in the not too 
distant future. If you would like to meet with us and 
sample some of our worship we have been asked by 
Reverend Mark Lowther to lead some of the August 
Summer Services in Thorpeness, details of the time, date 
and location for these services will be published on local 
village noticeboards so please watch out for our posters. 
Details of how to contact us are:- 
Face Book: ..... https://m.facebook.com/Pilgrims-
Together-925268094321475/?ref=bookmarks 
E-mail - for information on Pilgrims Together and how to 
join our Wednesday evening Zoom meetings ... 
pilgrimstogether473@gmail.com  
Phone - Sue Atkinson on 01728 830497 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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Wishing you all peace in these difficult times. 
Sue Atkinson - On behalf of Pilgrims Together 

 
 

News from ImpACT 
 

The Lockdown 
Obviously the main event in all our lives over the last six 
months has been the Lockdown, which still may have a 
lot of mileage left in it. ImpACT members and many 
villagers have been providing vital help to those who need 
it. Assistance has  been given with shopping, doctors’ 
appointments, meals and anything else you might think 
of. Special mention must be given to Chris, at the Parrot, 
who has supplied many with weekly ‘Veg-Boxes’ of 
goodies and essentials, as well as a local meals service 
from the kitchen at the Dolphin. 
Also we must mention one of our members, Jill Hubbard, 
who has been the village co-ordinator for Good 
Neighbours and has organized shopping and visits as 
well as making check phone calls to those on their own - 
not bad for a woman who was on full lockdown herself.  
Hopefully things are getting easier, but we must all be 
careful and thoughtful of our neighbours and friends. 
 
Flooding at the Parrot 

Apart from the remarkable spring weather, one great 
advantage of the Lockdown was the progress that Suffolk 
Highways team was able to make, due to the reduced 
amount of traffic at this busy crossroads. As someone 
who has worked all his life in construction this writer can 
only comment on what was an absolute ‘textbook’ 
performance. Full marks must be given to John Rozier 
and his team for their excellent public relations and their 
superb tidiness as they finished this tricky project a week 
early and to a very high standard. We look forward to the 
autumn flood alleviation works further up Low Lane and 
beyond and will see how this will all work when the winter 
rains come. 
 
Aldringham Green Play Area 
As we all know the Play Area was closed immediately ay 
the start of the Lockdown and has stayed that way until 
this week. The initial opening date of July 4

th
 could not be 

realized as the cleaning regime was not possible for an 
unattended play area, however East Suffolk District 
Council has issued guidelines for families using such 
areas. Notices are posted, showing these, at the Play 
Area gate and on the two village noticeboards which 
detail best procedures. It is important that users follow 
these as it is impossible for the play area to be sanitized 
after each user. So now the Play Area is open! 
 
Mill Hill Allotments 

This is a great village success. Excellent work by Alan 
Williams and the Parish Council in getting this ready for 
spring with running water, fully cleared and rotavated. All 
six plots are taken and are groaning with produce- even 
chickens, as of this week. The whole village seems 

delighted with this and a little community has emerged 
from a very dry and unproductive plot.   
 
Re-opening of the Parrot 

We are delighted to say that the Parrot is now open with 
attendant Covid measures, but with its lovely garden it is 
a perfect place for the summer months as, hopefully, we 
drift back to what normality allows. The indoor coffee 
mornings are not possible yet, but the outdoor Coffee 
Caravan is looking to have at least one session, so look 
at the noticeboards for this.  
See you there!  
 

Good Neighbours 
 

Sad Farewell 

Even before the emergence of Covid-19 Aldringham cum 
Thorpe Good Neighbours had a sad start to 2020 with the 
death of our founding Chairman Roger Searle following a 
hard-fought battle with myeloma. With his extraordinary 
organisational skills, Roger was a major force in setting 
up the systems used by the group at its formation and 
since, and he continued to support us unstintingly through 
the following years.  He is greatly missed. An appeal for 
donations to provide a Memorial Bench to be placed 
outside the new Heritage Hut well exceeded the target, 
and Roger’s widow Hazel has suggested the remainder 
be given to The Heritage Group who have suffered a big 
loss of income through the Lockdown period.  
 
Covid-19 
Needless to say, Good Neighbours groups throughout the 
county came into their own during Covid-19. In the first 
weeks of the Lockdown, our phone was positively red hot, 
not only with people requesting help, but also with those 
offering it.  To our delight, these included several young 
people who were able to take on tasks regular volunteers 
, some of whom were isolating themselves, were unable 
to undertake.  Temporary volunteers were contacted by 
our new Chairman Michael Hall, taking over the role from 
Wendy Sturmey after her year in office, who collated 
names, numbers and email addresses, and set up a 
separate hub for Aldringham, manned by Jill Hubbard 
(herself our first Hon Secretary under Roger’s 
chairmanship). Calls soon dropped off again as 
individuals started arranging help between themselves, 
with various volunteers providing regular shopping, 
prescription collections and even, in some cases, lifts to 
medical facilities for those in need and isolating. Some of 
the temporary helpers are due to join as permanent 
volunteers, which is gratifying. 
 
Harvard Student  Mentoring 

Under the auspices of our group,  I have been providing 
some mentoring for Harvard-joining student Michaela 
Bibby of The Bays Thorpeness, who as part of a project 
for her new University, has devised an online scheme to 
help the elderly and isolated to cope better with computer  
technology. Her original idea to take this into care homes 
received a setback with the arrival of Coronavirus, but she 
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has been helping a number of individuals to improve their 
skills and connect with their families online.  If you are 
interested, you can contact her on:-
 suffolktechtutoring@gmail.com. 
 
Steering Away 

We are sorry that Wendy and Mick Sturmey have decided 
to step down from the Steering Committee (though they 
remain volunteers), and thank them for all their hard work 
over the years – Wendy most notably in the Chair during 
2019/20 and Mick doing battle for many years with the 
department providing CRB and DBS checks to 
volunteers.  Sydney Graham has handed over the reigns 
as Hon Sec to me, but remains as our Hon Treasurer and 
my computer coach! Anyone who would like to join the 
Steering Committee can put themselves forward for co-
option to Michael, Sydney or to me.   
 
Thank You All 
All the officers and steering group members would like to 
thank the army of regular and temporary volunteers who 
stepped up to the mark during Covid-19. You’ve all been 
blooming marvellous!  

 
Don’t forget if you, or someone you know within the parish 
needs a hand with a small task or taking on a trip they 
could not otherwise make (approx. 45p per mile for 
transport), call our helpline and we will assist if we can. 

Helpline Number  07521 047843 
 
Pippa McLardy (GN Hon Sec) plmclardy@hotmail.com  
 

Talking Newspaper 
 
A ‘Talking Newspaper’ service is available within the parish for 
anyone with sight or reading difficulties. It has been run by 
Evelyn Rumsby since 1990, having been started by her late 
husband Ron in 1983. 

Contact Evelyn Rumsby on 01728 453579, and leave a 
message if not available 
 

Thorpeness and Aldringham Heritage Group 
 

As with many organisations, the last three to four months 
have, on the outside, looked very quiet. Even so, many of 
you who take regular walks through Thorpeness cannot 
have failed to notice the recent resumption in work at the 
Heritage Hut. Work had been due to start on the finishing 
off of the interior of the building on the actual week that 
lockdown was announced and that sadly had to be 
postponed. But fast forward to today and you can’t fail to 
see the progress Toby Clayton and his team have made 
on the interior and exterior of building . By the time you 
read this in August, the exterior should also be very near 
completion.  
We had hoped to have held a Grand Opening by now and 
had imagined welcoming people into the hut as they 
visited the locality. This Grand Opening looks like it could 
now take place next spring and once the committee 
resume meetings, I’m sure this item will be top of their 

agenda for discussion. We will let everyone know in 
advance of our plans as soon as we make them.  
Far from doing nothing though during this enforced quiet 
time, our committee members are turning their thoughts 
into the designing of some information boards and 
displays in readiness for the day when we can open our 
doors to you all. 
As with most small groups who rely on donations and 
money from fundraisers, we find our bank account a little 
depleted at the moment. We had several events ‘in the 
pipeline’ all of which have had to be either postponed or 
cancelled. We did however hold an online silent auction in 
June of a glass vase hand painted by one of our 
members. The 8 inch vase was decorated with a Rainbow 
Trout design and TAHG member Judy Gane placed a 
winning bid of £50, half of which is going to an NHS 
charity and the rest will help boost our rather low bank 
balance. 
If anyone would like to join the Thorpeness and 
Aldringham Heritage Group please contact me, Sue, on 
info@tahg.org.uk or ring me on 01728 830497. For a 
small membership fee (£5 per annum) you will receive 2 
newsletters per year full of information regarding the two 
villages and priority notice for tickets to our fundraising 
events which usually sell out within a matter of days. It 
would be lovely to hear from you and welcome you to 
come and join with us in celebrating this fabulous part of 
Suffolk. 
Keep safe. 
Sue Atkinson Membership secretary Logwood, Aldeburgh Rd., 
Aldringham, IP16 4QH or email info@tahg.org.uk 
 

Village Clean-up 
 
 

 
 
 
Life in Thorpeness would not be the same without Bill Crow 
organising a good clean-up. This one took place on July 16

th
 to 

tackle overgrown areas of Old Homes Road, and was followed 
by a glass of fizz and some of Wendy’s choice bites for the 20 or 
so volunteers. 
 

Photo courtesy of Zoe Billingham 
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 

Aldringham cum Thorpe Parish Councillors  

Maureen Jones  Chairperson         01728 453915 
Alan Williams Vice-Chairperson                      07802 175184 
Eric Atkinson                               01728 830497  
Pippa McLardy                         01728 454565  
Katherine Shadbolt          01728 451906 

Shirley Tilbrook     Parish Clerk          01728 830001  

District Councillors  

TJ Haworth- Culf                                                    01728 451933 
terry-jill.haworth-culf@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Jocelyn Bond 
Jocelyn.bond@eastsuffolk .gov.uk                        07825 720522 
Tony Cooper 
Tony.cooper@eastsuffolk.gov.uk                           01728 830181 
 
County Councillor 

Russ Rainger                                                          01728 688739 
russ.rainger@suffok.gov.uk 

Police - Suffolk Constabulary 

Always Dial 999 for Emergencies including Coastguard 

Dial 101 for Non Urgent Issues 
 
Action Fraud  

If you have been a target to attempted fraud, by person or online 
get help from                                                        0300 123 2040  

Power Cuts  (free number       105  
Environment Agency Floodline          0345 988 1188 
Connecting Communities Transport                01728 635938 
Suffolk Domestic Abuse Helpline                     0800 977 5690 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  

Aldringham – Maria Chapman-Beers 
Email tribunegang@gmail.com 
(Aldeburgh Rd and roads off except Aldringham Park,   
to borders with Leiston, Aldeburgh, and down Thorpe 
Rd towards Thorpeness) 
Thorpeness - Bill Crow -                                       01728 454641 

Hospitals 

Aldeburgh & District Community Hospital 
Park Road, Aldeburgh                                        01728 452778 
Ipswich Hospital 
Heath Road, Ipswich                                           01473 712233 

Doctors’ Surgeries 
Peninsular Practice,Church Farm, Victoria Road, Aldeburgh                                   
                                                 01728 452027 

Main Street, Leiston                       01728 830526 
Lambsale Meadow, Saxmundham                     01728 602022 
NHS Direct         111 

Dental Surgeons 

Aldeburgh Dental Practice 
167 High Street, Aldeburgh                             01728 452884 
The Dental Surgery 
Crown Street, Leiston                                      01728 830790  
High Street Dental Centre 
98 High Street, Leiston                                    01728 832133 
Saxmundham Dental Surgery 
9 High Street, Saxmundham                            01728 602537 

Pharmacies 

Aldeburgh Pharmacy 
125 High Street, Aldeburgh                             01728 452763 
Coopers Pharmacy 
20 High Street, Leiston                                    01728 832231  
East of England Coop Pharmacy 
High Street, Saxmundham                               01728 602051 

Veterinary Surgeons 

Leiston Vet Clinic,1d Eastlands, Leiston          01728 833566                           
Fromus Vet Group Fromus House,  
Street Farm Road, Saxmundham                     01728 602599 
 
Thorpeness Croquet Club 
Andrew Paris                                                    01728 833673 
Colin Hart       07495 364399 
 
Good Neighbours Group helpline                 07521 047843  
Chairman Michael Hall      01728 451464 
Treasurer Sydney Graham                                01728 452770 
Hon Sec Pippa McLardy       01728 454565 
 
Local Heritage Group  

Mrs S Atkinson                                                  01728 830497  
“Logwood”, Aldeburgh Road, Aldringham  
Event tickets  
Mrs Elizabeth Tipping                    01728 454165 
 
Rainbow Tots  

Ms Anja Shaw                                                    01728 453295  
Every Tuesday 10am - 1:30am  
Aldeburgh Community Centre 
 
Tea & Toast  
Mrs E Tipping                                                    01728 454165  
 
Thorpeness Cricket Club  

Mr F Byrne                                                         01728 830834  
Email: byrneengineering@uwclub.net 
 
Ogilvie Sports Ground and Pavilion  

Wendy Sturmey        01728 452586 
 
Talking Newspaper 

Evelyn Rumsby        01728 453579 
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Mobile Library is touring with print and Digital DCO documents relating to Sizewell C. These can be viewed between 
10am to 4pm in various locations in the area including Stratford St Andrew - August 5/6; Woodbridge - August 7; . 
Appointments can be made by telephoning 0800 197 6102. 
 

 

WHAT’S ON – August to end October 2020 

Month 

August 

Time Place Event 

    

Sunday 2
nd

   9.30am Thorpeness Meare Religious Service 

 11am St Andrew’s Churchyard Morning Prayer  

Sunday 9
th
  9.30am Thorpeness Meare Religious Service 

 11am St Andrew’s Churchyard Morning Prayer  

Thursday 13
th
  All day On line Closing date for submission of Planning 

Inspectorate Preliminary Meeting 
Involvement Form re SPr 1N and 2 

Sunday 16
th
  9.30am Thorpeness Meare  Religious Service 

 11am St Andrew’s Churchyard Morning Prayer  

Monday 17
th

 All week Online at the National 
Infrastructure website 

Details of how to register to speak at Virtual 
Open Floor Meetings re SPr 1N and 2 

Thursday 20
th
 tbc 10.00am Thorpeness Meare  Start of Thorpeness Regatta (if possible – 

please check nearer date) 

Friday 21
st
    tbc 8.30pm Thorpeness Meare  Second day of regatta 

Sunday 23
rd

 9.20am Thorpeness Meare  Religious Service  

 11am St Andrew’s Churchyard Morning Prayer  

Sunday 30
th
   9.30am The Dolphin Thorpeness  Communion 

 11am St Andrew’s Churchyard Morning Prayer  

 3pm Friston Green Songs of Praise and Picnic  

Monday 31
st
   BANK HOLIDAY   

    

September    

Sunday 6
th
  3.30pm Bury St Edmunds Cathedral  Ordination of James Marston 

Sunday 13
th
  10.30pm  Aldeburgh Church  Rev Marston celebrates First Communion  

Wednesday 16
th
   9.20 for 10am  online Planning Inspectorate Preliminary meeting 

re SPr 1N and 2 

Thursday 17
th
  do do do 

Wednesday 30
th
  All day Online Final day to register comments on Sizewell 

C to Planning Inspectorate  

    

October     

Tuesday 6
th
  10am  

(if required) 
Online  Resumption of PINS Preliminary Meeting re 

SPr 1N and 2 (if required) 

Wednesday 7
th
  evening Online Virtual Open Floor Hearing re SPr 1N and 2 

Thursday 8
h
  afternoon do do 

Friday 9
th
  morning do do 

Wednesday 21
st
     

Saturday 24
th

  11am  Ogilvie Sports Ground Thorpeness Orchard Planting project  

    

    

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com

