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Aldringham cum Thorpe with Sizewell 
Newsletter 

 Don’t forget! Thorpeness Village Fete August 6
th 12-3 at The Dolphin ! 

              
Website: www.aldringham.onesuffolk.net            August 2022

 

Our Two Villages Celebrate Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee 

 

Aldringham 
 
Jubilee celebrations started on May 29

th
 in Aldringham 

when Jill Hubbard was selected as our Local Hero to 
carry the Jubilee torch through the village on a pedalled 
rickshaw. The torch was on a month-long route through 
Suffolk, concluding at the Jubilee Pageant at Suffolk 
Showground in Ipswich on June 1

st
. Some appreciative 

locals saw Jill off from the Parrot on her short journey 
down the Aldeburgh Road. 
 

 
 
On the Jubilee weekend itself (starting with an extra Bank 
Holiday on Thursday June 2

nd
) Aldringham celebrated in 

style with events organised by The Parrot, Pilgrims 
Together, Aldringham Court and St Andrew’s Church. 
The high spot was Sunday’s community Picnic on The 
Green. 
Jill Hubband writes:- 
‘Thankfully the predicted rain held off for our family picnic 
on The Green. It was a joyous, friendly affair with food 
and fun for everyone; there was maypole and country 
dancing, and games and activities for old and young. 
Charlie’s food stall was heaving with many cakes and 
savouries residents and friends had donated. Bob and 
Rita Browne generously brought their caravan to the 
event, which meant that teas and coffees were available 
all afternoon! As the Family picnic was drawing to a close 
our resident Piper, Scott, came to play some traditional  
 

 
songs on his bagpipes. As well as “God Save the Queen” 
he ended with “Auld Lang Syne”, and some of the 
residents danced and sang -  a great ending to a great 
weekend. 
Many thanks to Bill and Jane who contributed a patriotic 
red, white and blue floral display by the village sign.  
Let us hope that the feeling of goodwill which the 
Weekend engendered in all parts of our community 
continues into the future not only for our village but to the 
wider world outside. 
Thanks to everyone who helped, donated, and came 
along to join in’.  
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Caption:- Participants at the Jubilee picnic show off the 
refurbished maypole 

Thorpeness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 Caption: - Sue Allen puts finishing touches to her 
magnificent Jubilee trifle at a Bring and Share supper in 
Thorpeness 
 
In Thorpeness, Wendy Sturmey organised a tea party for 
residents of the Almshouses (the building festively 
decorated with bunting) and invited guests, which was 
much enjoyed by all who attended. A beautiful cake was 
donated, along with other goodies, there was a raffle for a 
hamper, and the occasion doubled as an 80

th
 birthday 

celebrations for Wendy’s husband Mick. The Queen was 
toasted with a glass of prosecco.  
On Lakeside Avenue, Arthur and Joy Day hosted a Bring 
and Share supper for some local residents, who dressed 
in patriotic red, white and blue. Dish of the Day was Sue 
Allen’s exquisite Jubilee Trifle, all elements of which she 
had made herself. 
Both villages planted commemorative oak trees, marked 
with plaques. 

Parish Council Update August 2022 

 

Election of Chairperson 
 
Maureen Jones has kindly agreed to resume the role of 
Chairperson of the Parish Council, a post she held prior to 
the pandemic, and was voted in unanimously by the 
remaining councillors. Bill Seale was also elected 
unanimously as Vice-Chairman.  
 

Energy Companies 
 

On July 20
th
 The Secretary of State for Business, Energy 

and Industrial Strategy Kwasi Kwarteng granted 
permission for the development of Sizewell C against the 
Planning Inspectorate’s recommendations, notably their 
reservations regarding water supply. 
Throughout the wait for decisions on East Anglia 1N and 
2 wind farms (consented on March 31

st
) and Sizewell C, 

Councillors have continued to attend meetings with 
interest groups, alliances and the organisations 
themselves both online and in person.  
Following the Sizewell C decision, Tom McGarry, Head of 
Regional External Affairs and Development, came to the 
Council Meeting held on July 25

th
 with a colleague to 

outline how the project will progress and mitigations for 
affected communities. Unfortunately, his time was short 
as he had another meeting to attend, but he assured 
councillors that he would be prepared to come to speak 
whenever he is required to do so. He said he believed it 
would be at least a year before construction begins, most 
probably around mid- 2023. 
The Council agreed they would now like to see a detailed 
timeline combining the projections of the various energy 
companies that will be developing their projects side by 
side.  
 

Noticeboards and Talking Bench  
 

The two new noticeboards have finally arrived and the 
Aldringham one erected in its new location at the roadside 
near the play area on The Green. The Thorpeness one 
will remain near the Dolphin car park area. The promised 
Talking Bench has also been located in Aldringham, and 
while it doesn’t say much, it has been much admired!  
 

Co-options to the Council 
 
Two residents, one each from Aldringham and 
Thorpeness have been co-opted onto the PC.  They are 
Sara Paulley in Thorpeness, and Tony Wheeler in 
Aldringham. They joined the Council in June. There is a 
third resident considering stepping forward. Further 
vacancies will arise soon, so if you have an interest in 
serving the Parish as a councillor, do please come along.  
 

Roadside Notice Posting 
 

A positive plethora of unsolicited posters advertising all 
manner of events, most particularly appearing on the 
areas of greenery close to the Parrot, has forced the PC 
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to adopt a policy of disallowing bill posting without 
permission within the parish. A sudden rash of huge 
advertising banners, posted soon after the completion by 
two local residents of a very attractive Jubilee flowerbed 
on the junction, prompted the decision.  Suffolk County 
Council Highways does in any case forbid the practice 
except in special circumstances. See HIGHWAY ADVICE 
NOTE ESE 01. 
 

Councillors’ Areas of Responsibility 
 
Councillors are currently reviewing their stated areas of 
responsibility, which will be agreed at the next meeting 
and published on the website.  
 
Pippa McLardy     Parish Councillor 
 

Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
 

SID is still enjoying a well deserved rest but is expected to 
be back on duty in the next week or two. 
 

Planning 
 

Since the last Newsletter we have received 15 planning 
applications. 7 of these were in Aldringham and 8 within 
Thorpeness. The 15 applications consisted of :- 
 
6 Extensions and/or alterations 
1 Retrospective planning application 
1 Garage conversion 
1 Window replacements in a Listed Building 
3 Tree fells 
1 Barn erection 
1 Sun room 
1 Cart Lodge 
 
The Parish Council objected to one of the applications, 
supported 11 and 3 are still in progress. 
 
East Suffolk District Council have so far permitted 5, 1 No 
Objections (Tree Fell) and the rest are still awaiting 
decision. 

 

Alan Williams                                     Parish Councillor 
 

Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Councillor Eric Atkinson writes: ‘I am pleased to report 
that we have appointed Andrea Long of Compass Point 
Planning as our consultant to assist with the preparation 
of our Neighbourhood Plan. In order to progress this 
work, we have applied for and been successful in our bid 
for grant funding from Locality which is the government 
organisation that supports neighbourhood planning. 
We have now started to engage with stakeholders and 
are also reviewing all the information gathered in our 
previous consultations This will enable us to establishing 
a collective vision and a way forward. We can then 
develop policy ideas and objectives which we are 
planning to present later this year in a community 

engagement event. At the event everyone will have the 
opportunity to comment on the emerging policy ideas and 
options before we start on the preparation of the draft 
plan’. 
 
 

District Council Report 

 

New Chairman elected at Full Council 
 

The Council has elected Jenny Ceresa of the Carlton 
Colville ward as its new Chairman for the 2022/23 
municipal year. Her deputy is Martlesham and Purdis 
Farm ward councillor, Chris Blundell. 
 

Free Wi-fi for local towns by Autumn 
 

Following launches in Lowestoft and Felixstowe, East 
Suffolk Free Wi-Fi is provisionally scheduled to be 
available in Woodbridge, Southwold, Beccles, Bungay, 
Halesworth, Aldeburgh, Leiston and Saxmundham by 
October 2022. The East Suffolk Digital Towns programme 
will also provide digital footfall counters and town 
marketing platforms, alongside a business support 
programme called the Digital Springboard. 
 

Draft East Suffolk CIL Charging Schedule 
 

If you are reading this before August 5
th
 there is still time 

to make representations to the Inspector re the proposed 
changes to ESC’s Community Infrastructure Levy plans, 

which sets out the amount that certain kinds of 
development are required to pay to contribute to the 
delivery of infrastructure in the area. See the council 
website for details.  

Parking Review 
 

East Suffolk Council has pledged to conduct a detailed 

review of parking management regulations and introduce 

new schemes to meet changing local demand.The review 

will encompass regulations such as resident parking, 

short term parking bays and double yellow lines, and 

consider a variety of factors, including shifting patterns of 

town centre use and growth in housing. 

Keep up with latest ESC news 

Stay up to date on all media stories relevant to East 
Suffolk Council, whether on local, regional or national 
news outlets, TV, radio, print or online.  
https://eastsuffolkgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/Communica
tions/Lists/Media%20coverage/AllItems.aspx  
Alternatively,follow and share ESC posts on  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/eastsuffolkcouncil  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/EastSuffolk  
 

Energy Projects 

 
ESC continues to keep local parishes up-to-date on 
energy projects, both those directly affecting the ward, 
and those just outside. These include SPr’s EA1N,EA2 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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AND EA3, National Grid Ventures’ Eurolink and Nautilus, 
National Grid Electricity Transmission’s Sea Link and 
Anglia Green Projects, Five Estuaries, and Sizewell. 
Details of the recent Sizewell decision and the Offshore 
Transmission Network Review (OTNR) are also being 
studied.  

 
Our District Councillors are:- Tony Cooper, Russ Rainger 
and Tom Daly 
 

Suffolk County Council  

 

Match Funder scheme for community action on 
climate emergency 

 
A £150,000 fund provided by the Suffolk Public Sector 
Leaders group has been opened to applications from not-
for-profit organisations looking to deliver community-
based carbon reduction projects in Suffolk. The fund will 
support up to 50% of costs (up to a maximum of £10,000) 
for projects that can show contributions from multiple 
other sponsors for the remaining project costs. 
The new fund is available to charities, community interest 
companies, parish councils, voluntary groups and other 
not-for-profit organisations whose projects contribute to 
Suffolk’s Climate Emergency Plan and support our vision 
for Suffolk to become carbon neutral by 2030. 
The projects funded could include improving the energy 
efficiency of buildings, promoting walking and cycling, 
using sustainable/recycled materials, or raising 
awareness of climate change through events, among 
others. 
 

Extra funding agreed for new SEND places 
 

Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet has agreed an 
additional £15.9million to complete the funding for the 
creation of at least 879 specialist places for children and 
young people with special educational needs and 
disabilities. 
This money marks the second phase of a £45million five-
year project to deliver specialist provision for SEND 
students in Suffolk. These places include units attached 
to mainstream schools and three new special schools. 
So far, 500 new places have opened across the county, 
with another 325 due to open between September 2022 
and September 2024 under phase 1. The additional 
money will enable the completion of phase 2 of the 
project, and the creation of between 54 to 72 new places, 
depending on design and planning.  
 

Friston Support  from Reclaim the Rain project 
 
Friston has won a share of the £6.4m Norfolk and Suffolk 
County Council’s joint Reclaim the Rain project fund, 
which aims to implement innovative and sustainable 
water management projects. Friston funds will go towards 
alleviating flooding issues.  
 
Best wishes, TJ        (County Councillor TJ Haworth-Culf)  

Community Emergency Planning 

 
What is a Major Incident? 

We have recently seen major incidents, declared by the 
Fire Services across the country when fighting the fires 
during the heatwave of July.  Those fires threatened life, 
property and caused wide disruption as well as stretching 
the resources of all local emergency services in the 
affected areas. 
Officially, a major incident is defined as an event or 
situation with a range of serious consequences which 
requires special arrangements to be implemented by 
one or more emergency responder agency. 

 ‘Emergency responder agency’ describes all 

category 1 and category 2 responders as defined 

in the Civil Contingencies Act (2004).  For 

example, category 1 responders include all 

Emergency Services, NHS authorities and local 

authorities.  Category 2 responders include 

telecoms, water, rail, port authorities and others. 

 A major incident is beyond the scope of 

‘business-as-usual’ operations, and is likely to 

involve serious harm, damage, disruption or risk 

to human life or welfare, essential services, the 

environment or national security. 

 A major incident may involve a single-agency 

response.  Although it is more likely to require a 

multi-agency response, which may be in the form 

of multi-agency support to a lead responder. 

 The severity of the consequences associated with 

a major incident are likely to constrain or 

complicate the ability of responders to resource 

and manage the incident, although a major 

incident is unlikely to affect all responders 

equally. 

 The decision to declare a major incident will 

always be a judgement made in a specific local 

and operational context and there are no precise 

and universal thresholds or triggers. 

The Emergency Services work together in a coordinated 
way using the JESIP principles agreed more than a 
decade ago.  JESIP (Joint Emergency Services 
Interoperability Programme) principles ensure the 
commanders of the responding services: 

a) co-locate in a safe, suitable location. 

b) communicate clearly avoiding the use of technical 

jargon and abbreviations. 

c) jointly understand risk and potential threats and 

hazards. 

d) ensure shared situational awareness.  

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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If the major incident threatens national safety or is likely to 
be a prolonged event the government may convene a 
meeting of COBR. 
What is COBR? 

The Cabinet Office Briefing Rooms (COBR) are a group 
of meeting rooms in the Cabinet Office, Whitehall, 
London, which are often used as a crisis management 
centre.  Its objective is to co-ordinate the actions of 
bodies within the Government of the United Kingdom in 
response to instances of national or regional crisis, or 
during events abroad with major implications for the UK.  
It is popularly, but not officially, referred to as ‘COBRA’ 
even when the acronym is spelt out by officials. 

The composition of a ministerial-level meeting in COBR 
depends on the nature of the incident but it is usually 
chaired by the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister 
or another senior minister.  In attendance will be other key 
government ministers, city mayors and/or community 
leaders and representatives of relevant external 
organisations such as the National Police Chiefs' Council 
and the Local Government Association. 

The first COBR meeting took place in the 1970s to 
oversee the government's response to the 1972 miners' 
strike.  Other events that have led to COBR meetings 
being convened include the 1980 Iranian Embassy siege; 
the 2001 foot and mouth outbreak; the 9-11 attacks in 
2001; the 7th July (2005) London bombings; the refugee 
crisis in Calais; the 2015 Paris terrorist attacks; the 
Manchester Arena bombing; the COVID-19 pandemic 
and, most recently, the invasion of Ukraine. 

This parish is a member of the Suffolk Resilience Forum 
(SRF), which is led by the Suffolk Joint Emergency 
Planning Unit.  To that end we attend training, maintain 
our Community Emergency Plan and liaise with the 
Emergency Planning team at Melton on a regular basis. 
Lastly, don’t forget to look out for your neighbours and 
stay safe. 
Roger Brown  roger.brown72@btinternet.com 
 

Uppen About – some Parish tales 

 
 Uppen: to mention, disclose or reveal  -  
(a word ‘much used around Aldbro’ according to 
Edward Moor’s dictionary of Suffolk Dialect 
published in 1823) 
 

A Very Special Guest in  Aldringham 
 

Alan and Bernadette Eklid have lived in Aldringham for 
the past nine and a half years. Having travelled in many 
parts of Eastern Europe, including Poland, the Czech 
Republic and Hungary, they feel a special affinity with that 
part of the world. So when the terrible news of the 
invasion of Ukraine became known, they decided quickly 
to volunteer to provide a refuge for a displaced person.  
Alan tells the story:-  
 

‘The 27
th 

of July saw the arrival of Iryna Levchenko to our 
home in Aldringham.   She had originally lived in Bakhmut 
in the Donetsk region of Ukraine, where she was a 
teacher of mathematics and bio-Chemistry.   On the 
26

th
 March the Russians attacked her town, destroyed her 

school and badly damaged her home, meaning she had 
to flee to Oblast in the Kharkhiv region and lived there in 
the house of a good friend. 
Iryna was introduced to us by RESET 
charity, https://resetuk.org/about/ukraine 
following a webinar in June and very quickly we agreed 
that she should come and live with us under the 
governments “Homes for Ukraine” scheme.   We assisted 
her to apply for a UK visa and that worked extremely well; 
being granted in only 3 days. 
We in turn had to have our home inspected by East 
Suffolk council and this included such minutiae as a 
Carbon Monoxide sensor and boiler certificate (both 
satisfactory by the way).  Also we had to be certified 
under the DBS scheme as not having a criminal record 
(again satisfactory, thank goodness). 
Then, with both parties having satisfied the requirements 
of the authorities, Iryna began to plan her journey to the 
UK. 
She left Zmiiv on the 24

th
 of July to travel to Kharkhiv 

railway station and onwards to Dnipro.   From there a 
24hour bus journey to Przemishl in Poland (this included 
an 11 hour wait at the border, teeming with thousands of 
people) before arriving at the Tresko refugee centre there. 
One overnight stay here, sleeping in a huge sports hall, 
with a thousand other people, all in transit.   A 3.00 am 
start for the train to Krakow on the 27

th
 followed and a 

brief halt in the city, before a 17 minute train journey to 
the airport, a 2½ hour flight to Stanstead arriving there at 
16.00 hours, UK time. 
This mammoth journey was topped off, by a 2-hour drive 
through the Essex & Suffolk countryside to be here in our 
community in Aldringham, where we want her to feel very 
welcome. 
If you would like to offer friendship to Iryna, could you 
please contact me (Alan Eklid) by “WhatsApp” 07710 
680521 and I will relay your message to her, this protects 
her privacy, as I am sure you understand.   I will keep you 
updated on Iryna’s progress as no doubt will she as 
assimilation progresses. 
 
Alan Eklid  

 
The Tale of the Disappeared Chapel of Ease 

 
Our unofficial local historian Mick Sturmey is always on 
the lookout for interesting snippets of history about the 
Parish. Recently he has been investigating tales of an old 
chapel close to where the Almshouses now stand in 
Thorpeness. Mick writes:- 
 
‘Records indicate that during Medieval times a Chapel 
was built in Thorpe, which was then a small hamlet. The 
chapel was referred to in 1477 and named as the Chapel 
of St Mary of Thorpe, also known as a Chapel of Ease, 
recorded as Chapelry of Snape Priory. 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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Dates of demolition have been disputed. The earliest 
mention is for 1500, but further dates suggest 1783, and 
dismantling in 1820. The site was ploughed in 1870 
leaving a very small portion of the building. 
In 1997 a documentary search established without doubt 
the location of the chapel; this was close to the east end 
of the Almshouses, on the site of the house known as the 
Matron’s House. 
There has been evidence over the years of a cemetery to 
the west of the chapel. It has to be conjecture concerning 
identifying the boundaries of the cemetery, although there 
is no evidence of it extending under Old Homes Road. 
Locals have reported further evidence of the cemetery 
extending to adjacent gardens and the rear of the 
Almshouses. Two skeletons were found in this area in 
September 1990 when a gas mains trench was dug and 
also further human bones were unearthed when the 
Almshouses had an extension built. 
Although there is no evidence remaining of the chapel’s 
existence above ground, there is a field to the west of the 
Almshouses known as Chapel field, and also the road 
running under the Almshouses archway is known as 
Pilgrims Way. I wonder if this is part of the route from 
Snape Priory, via Thorpe Chapel to an Abbey in the 
Minsmere area built in 1182. This Abbey was later 
dismantled, being vulnerable to the sea, and its materials 
were used towards building Leiston Abbey. The possibility 
of Pilgrims Way being a part of this route is unlikely to be 
substantiated.  
The term 'Chapel-of-ease' relates to a church building, 
other than a Parish Church, built within the bounds of a 
parish for accommodation of increasing numbers of 
parishioners, or for those who live a long distance from 
the Parish Church. 
I have received an additional piece of information 
concerning Chapel tower. Whilst part of the tower was still 
standing, a light was hung there at night to aid mariners’. 
 
Mick Sturmey 
 

 
Help for our Arts 

 
If you enjoy music or the theatre here’s a sneaky way to 
get into performances for free! Three artistic venues 
urgently need more volunteers – The Red House, 
Benjamin Britten and Peter Pear’s last home together, 
which is running a new programme of special visits and 
talks by an archivist; Snape Maltings, where a multitude 
of concerts take place each year;  and Summer Theatre 
by the Sea, whose wide variety of productions are running 
in the Jubilee Hall in Aldeburgh and at Southwold Theatre 
all through August and into September. Volunteers for 
The Red House and Snape should contact Andrea Gray 
(Head of Volunteering) 01728 687155 or 
brittenpearsarts.org 01728 687100. 
Those who would like to help out at the Theatre, please 
contact Marianne Fellowes  tel/text: 07771593218 or 
email: mariannefellowes@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
.  

Local Groups 

                     

St Andrew’s Church 
 

 
 
July was a busy month at Aldringham church.  First we 
welcomed Revd Sarah du Boulay as our new priest at a 
very impressive licensing service in Aldeburgh church and 
Sarah has since then celebrated Holy Communion with us 
at St. Andrew's.   
We have known for a while that Mish Kelly, our Choir 
Director, planned to leave us to continue her studies in 
Cambridge so we held Evensong one Monday evening to 
say thanks to Mish for all she has done in the church and 
with the choir.  What an amazing service that was, led 
again by Revd Sarah and the choir were in tremendous 
voice. Mish certainly showed what she can do with a choir 
and the singing was inspiring. 
And then, at the end of the month we held our annual 
cutting and raking days to cut all the long grass in the 
churchyard.  With the help of lots of volunteers, the job 
was done over two hard working mornings and the 
churchyard now looks tidy and well cared for. 
 

David Copp        07747 030248        Churchwarden 

 
 

 
 
Caption: The Rev Sarah du Boulay (left), new Priest in 
Charge of St Andrew’s Aldringham joins helpers at the 
annual churchyard raking  
 
Photo courtesy of Chris Burrell-Saward  
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Friends of St Andrew’s 
 
The Quiz Night due to be held on the 18th March had to 
be postponed to the 1st April. We had a reduced number 
of teams but we were able to raise £250.53 for the Fabric 
Fund. Thanks go to all who helped with the event, 
especially our Quizmaster, Reverend Christine Brooks 
and our Scorer, Mary Rolfe and the Kitchen Crew. 
The Bridge Drive was held on the 25th April. Six tables 
were taken. Angela has thanked John Herbert for his 
work in promoting the Bridge Drive. Ilsa Edwards won the 
first prize. It took a lot of work to organize and run the 
Bridge Drive, especially for John, Angela and Budge and 
the Kitchen Crew. The event raised £437 for the Fabric 
Fund. 
The Coffee Morning held on the 21st May raised £346 
from the sale of refreshment, the various stalls and the 
Tombola. Our thanks go to all who donated items for sale 
and gave their time to help in any way. 
Future Events. 

We have been offered a stall (Bric a Brac) at the 
Aldeburgh Friday Markets to be held on the 5

th
 and 26

th
  

August from 10am to 2pm. 
Bric a Brac Stall on Saturday 10

th
  September at St. 

Andrews. The Churches Ride and Stride Day. Donations 
to the stall will be welcome. 
Coffee Morning in the Church on Saturday 8th October 
from 10am – 12noon. All the usual stalls including Books, 
Bric a Brac, Cakes and Tombola. All donations to the 
stalls welcome. 
Quiz Night on Friday 18th November at Knodishall Village 
Hall, starting at 7pm. Pre-booking is required. ‘Phone 
Anne Norton 01728 830519. 

 
Mrs Anne Norton   Membership Secretary   01728 830519                  
anneenorton@btinternet.com    
 

Pilgrims Together 

A small light of hope in dark times - 

The summer has got off to a cracking start for us Pilgrims, 
and it was with great relish that we started off 
Aldringham’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations back at the 
beginning of June. A group of people met at 9.30am and 
enjoyed one of the Parrots legendary breakfast baps and 
hot drink in The Outside Inn. They then proceeded on a 
very popular illustrated walk of the village led by Stephen 
and Eric. What a rich heritage this small Suffolk village 
has, and there was even a short talk given by me, Sue, at 
St. Andrew’s church. The walkers then ambled back to 
the Parrot from where they started, lots of new people 
joined us and the feedback was very positive. We also led 
a small outside service at Aldringham Court on the Friday 
afternoon, where we were made very welcome by 
manager, Sarah Roberts and her staff. We will be 
revisiting them in the near future for worship and much 
more. 
With the kind permission of Hamish Ogilvie, we have 
been able to extend our outside summer worship at the 
back of Thorpeness Meare this year. We held our first 

worship at the beginning of July and will continue every 
Sunday at the new time of 10am until the 21st of August. 
These services are about 30-35 minutes long and are a 
wonderful way to start a summer Sunday, so come and 
celebrate with us in this beautiful iconic place. For those 
who have the time, why not grab a coffee and stay with us 
a while longer for a chat? It’s a lovely place to bear 
witness to God and all that is good in the world and a 
cracking way to start the day. 
We will be continuing with our first Saturday of the month 
breakfast and walks, starting at 9.30 (breakfast bap and 
hot drink for £6.50) throughout the coming year. Come for 
breakfast, or just the walk, or both, it will be lovely to see 
you. Also at the Parrot’s Outside Inn on the third Saturday 
of the month at 9.30, we have introduced a Good News 
Café offering a coffee and croissant breakfast and, as the 
title suggests, we chat about good news, something that’s 
been in short supply recently. Come and share with us 
the good things that have been happening to you and let’s 
put a smile on everyone’s face! Thanks go as ever to 
Chris and his wonderful staff for letting us use this 
wonderful space. 
We are still continuing with our Zoom worship on 
Wednesday evenings at 6.30pm, for many people it is the 
only worship they can confidently take part in as once 
again Covid seems to be rife. The Zoom portal opens at 
about 6.10-6.15pm for a chat beforehand and, as ever, 
you will always be most welcome to join us. Email us on: 
pilgrimstogether473@gmail.com and you will find details 
of how to access our worship. 
With all the problems that the world seems to be facing at 
the moment we at Pilgrims are trying to bring about a bit 
of happiness. The great British Spirit and Resolve has got 
us through some dark days in the past so why not let it do 
so again? 
Have a lovely summer, and remember be to kind to one 
another and we will get through these tough times. 
 
Wishing you a truly blessed summer 

 
Sue Atkinson                   On behalf of Pilgrims Together 
 
pilgrimstogether473@gmail.com           01728 830497 
 

Good Neighbours 
 

After an AGM scheduled for April had to be abandoned in 
the face of a rise in Covid numbers, the decision was 
taken to arrange the AGM to coincide with our Annual 
Garden Party.  This worked well, with business 
despatched between 2pm and 3pm, running on to a 
magnificent tea enjoyed by a good crowd of volunteers 
and helpees (we’re trying to get away from the term 
‘client’ which seems unfriendly).  
Several changes were made to the Officers in charge of 
the Steering Group. After a year standing in for Michael 
Hall as chairperson, Jill Hubbard was persuaded by her 
family to cut back on her numerous voluntary activities 
and relinquished the role. Jo Ogilvie has now been 
elected to the Chair.  David Jenkins was voted in as Vice- 
Chairman, with Joy Day taking over from Sydney Graham 
as Treasurer. Andrea Grey remains as Tech Support, 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
mailto:anneenorton@btinternet.com
mailto:pilgrimstogether473@gmail.com
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myself as Hon Sec, and Michael and Jill remain as valued 
‘elder statesmen’ of the SG. Wendy Sturmey has been 
persuaded to rejoin – she is incomparable when it comes 
to organising social events. Many thanks indeed are due 
to all those who help on the SG, and to everyone who 
helped out with the garden party.    

Helpline Number  07521 047 843  
 

Pippa McLardy                                            Hon Sec  
 

 Ogilvie Pavilion and Sports Ground 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the open day on 
Easter Saturday, we were pleased to see a good turnout 
with everyone enjoying themselves and showing a keen 
interest on what we have planned. There were two plans 
on display, the first scheme consisted of altering and 
extending the existing pavilion and the second scheme 
provided a new independent building leaving the existing 
pavilion largely as it is. Both schemes obtained favourable 
comment and were well received. However, the option to 
leave the existing pavilion as it is and build a new 
community building had the overwhelming support of 
those who attended the event. 
The Trustees have now agreed to progress the new build 
and are making the appropriate arrangements for the 
design to be taken to a stage where more accurate 
costings can be established and a pre-application can be 
made to East Suffolk Council to seek their views. 
We were also pleased to receive nearly 200 complete 
questionnaires and are currently analysing the results to 
understand what facilities and activities you would like to 
see provided for within the community.  
Although, work has now been completed on improving the 
site entrance splay, leaving only some painting and the 
new signage to be installed, we will continue to carry out 
work across the site to improve the facilities for everyone 
to use. 

 
Ogilvie Pavilion and Sports Ground Trustees 
 

Croquet Club 
 

The Thorpeness Croquet Club held a very successful one 
day tournament for members on 26th July  on a gloriously 
sunny day, but not too hot.  It was well supported and 
some very close doubles games took place.  The winners 
were Jane Rolls  and Jock Strover,  both from 
the  Woodbridge area, but Thorpeness's own Jane 
McLoughlin and Michael Trapp were the runners up after 
a close-fought final. 
We also had a well-attended Open Day on Easter 
Saturday  when lots of people came along to give the 
game a go. 
We always welcome at any time anyone who would like to 
give the game a go.  Just come along to one of our roll-up 
afternoons which are every Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday.  
Croquet is a game of accuracy and tactics rather than 
speed and strength so can be played by all ages and is 

one of the games where men and women can compete 
on equal terms.   Give it a try - if you don't know it already. 

 
 

 
Angela Clarke       Secretary     Thorpeness Croquet Club 
 

Cricket Club 
 
Each year sees new faces arrive and some we don’t see 
so often. 
The fact the county has lost several pub teams over the 
years means that Thorpeness has to compete at league 
standard - quite a hike in playing skills. We were well 
matched against Middleton, our local derby. 
We’ve played 9 games this year. We were knocked out of 
the Voneus cup by Stock, an Essex side, on 10

th
 April - an 

early call for wicket preparation. 
On the other extreme of skill level, we played Toft Lion 
Toft Monks north of Bungay. We played them ,as is 
customary, at home and away, winning one apiece. 
Playing them is a reminder that cricket is a social fun 
game equipped with a sporting attitude. The wicket at Toft 
Monks is situated at Maypole Green, unchanged in 
centuries. The wicket rough cut, their bowling wild, more 
on the lines of beach cricket, but two good hard fought 
games resulted. Coming across Thorpeness has 
extended their existence as well as ours. It’s important to 
give players who aren’t up to league standard a chance to 
hone their skills in a game. 
Our season opened with Ashby St Mary away SE of 
Norwich. A 30 over game in which Ashby scored 189 runs 
for 5 wickets Alex Mair 2 wickets for 38 runs and Arthur 
Pickthorn 1 wicket for 35 runs. 
Blistering performance from  Alex Mair who scored over 
100 runs building Thorpeness score to 160, 29 runs short. 
His straight driving of length balls for 4s and 6s was like 
being in paradise. 
Athletic and tenacious boundary fielding from Arthur 
Pickthorn , as well as fast incisive bowling. His only one 
wicket is  a tribute to Ashbys batsmen. 
We played Yoxford away 26

th
 June. Solid opening bat by 

Ken Maxton for 18 runs and authoritative 31 
runs from Scott. 
Our home game against Yoxford was highlighted by 26 
from Arthur Thompson 16 runs from Ollie K. 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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In  their 3 overs Arthur took 1 wicket for 25 runs and Ollie 
1 for  12 runs. 
Our game against the Halesworth Pumas at Rumburgh 
14

th
 July was a sublime performance for Thorpeness. 

Batting first we scored 103 runs . Platform built by Alex 
Mair 30 runs, and George Heldreich 33 runs, both 
batsmen not out but retiring on reaching their 30 run 
maximum. Alex was man of the match . His bowling 
figures 3 overs 3 wickets for 4 runs including a hat trick. 
Alex caught  the fast  return drive from  opposing captain, 
a spectacular catch one-handed. The Pumas reached our 
score in 17

th
 over having lost 8 wickets. 

Our game against  Worlingworth at home was sprung with 
tension throughout. They scored 120 for 6 wickets In the 
allotted 3 overs, Alex Mair strikes with 2 wickets for 9 runs 
Arthur Thompson 1 wicket for 12 runs and Archie 
Hamilton 1 wicket for 13 runs. 
Worlingworth managed to restrict Thorpeness to 102 runs 
in the 20 overs Archie Hamilton 25 runs, Sam Doble 
Thompson 16. A good, competitive game of cricket. 
Our nets day has changed to Tuesday 6pm. 
Spread the word, we’re always looking for players and 
anyone can turn up to Tuesday evening nets or use the 
nets other times. They’re there to be used. 
Next year we hope to have a practice net on grass. Much 
closer to game conditions than astroturf on concrete. 
Francis Byrne                                            07775791441 
 

Thorpeness Cricket Club presents:- 
 
Historic Vehicle Rally Sunday 28

th
 August 2022 10am 

till 4pm 
Come and support this event and get in touch if there’s a 
contribution you would like to make like a stall ( they are 
£10) or an activity. 
We haven’t much in the way of stalls so far. 
Bar and Barbecue also Autojumble                Free entry 
 

Uke-n-Smile Ukulele Group 
 

Uke-n-Smile ukulele group have certainly been busy 
during the early part of this summer.  We started with a 
performance in the tea tent at the Leiston Queen's Jubilee 
celebrations at King George's playing field. We then went 
on to be the first to perform in the newly created 
bandstand ìn Leistons Church Square at their opening 
ceremony in June. 
Moving on to July,  we were asked to play at the 
Saxmundum 750th Anniversary celebrations and at the 
opening of the new Fromus Centre on the same day 
(three performances in one day - exhausting!)  Then on to 
do a set at the Steampunk Spectacular at the Longshop 
Museum.  
We are now getting ready to play at the Aldeburgh 
Carnival Weekend.  You can catch us at The Cross Keys 
pub on the Saturday 13 August at various times between 
2:00 and 5:00 in the afternoon if you are around.  
Our practice sessions at Thorpeness Pavilion are well 
attended and we have gained a few new members this 
year.  If you have a ukulele and can play some basic 
chords,  why not come and join us?  
 

 
 
  Thorpeness and Aldringham Heritage Group 
 
        

 
We had a very successful opening ceremony last Easter 
Monday when the Heritage Centre was declared well and 
truly open (at long last) by one of our keenest supporters, 
Maggie Boswell. The weather was kind, and many people 
enjoyed a champagne and finger buffet. As with all good 
parties, there was a celebration cake and everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves. 
Fundraising, as we all know, has been difficult to 
accomplish recently, especially for those of us who like to 
earn our money and not just put out the ‘begging bowl’. I 
am glad to say that we are now organising a few events 
for later on in the summer and beyond, and we will have a 
presence at the village fete in August. Please come and 
support us and also pick up a membership form if you are 
thinking of joining us. 
Unfortunately, an event we were organising had to be 
cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances affecting the 
speaker. Plans are afoot to hold an afternoon tea at the 
Pavilion for our members and the future events I alluded 
to are taking shape. If you would like to be invited to join 
us then please do so by contacting me by email on: 
info@tahg.org.uk for more membership details We are 
keeping our prices the same at £5 pa for a single and £10 
pa for a family as so many of you are facing price 
increases everywhere else at the moment. For this, you 
will receive two newsletters per year and early notice of 
any of our events, most of which sell out within a few 
days. 
A review of our information boards in Thorpeness has 
shown them not to have survived all that well. The 
elements have certainly taken their toll and we are 
investigating replacements at the moment. These will 
probably be trialled when the Aldringham trail gets 
underway, although the board by the Meare is in urgent 
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need of immediate attention and plans are being made to 
replace it. 
The centre is now open three days a week 11am - 3pm 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday and that will continue up 
until the end of August. Of course everyone is still very 
welcome to bring their picnics and use our tables on the 
patio. It’s a lovely place to sit and watch the world go by. 
But please, please do take your rubbish home with you 
or put it in one of the bins nearby. Let’s keep the area 
looking clean and welcoming. 
So from me and all the members of our committee, we 
wish you a lovely summer here in this most beautiful and 
unspoilt of places. Enjoy. 
 
Sue Atkinson - on behalf of the Thorpeness and 
Aldringham Heritage Group 
 

 
 

Caption:  Maggie Boswell opens the Heritage Centre  
 

Footnote:- The Heritage Centre has been entered into this 
year’s ESC Quality of Place Awards, Community section. 
Recognition through these awards would be an 
acknowledgement of the tremendously hard work carried 
out by Maureen Jones and the rest of the Heritage Group 
Committee throughout the building and continued running 
of the centre. Keep your fingers crossed! Mine are!  ED 

 
Annual Beach and Village Clean 

.   
Now Bill Crow has defected to Chillesford, Pete Holmes 
has kindly taken over organisation of the Thorpeness 
Annual Beach and Village Clean, which took place on 
Good Friday as usual.  
Di Holmes writes:- 
‘It started with coffee at The Dolphin on a bright and 
sunny morning. Then, at 10.30 ish a sea mist/fret 
descended upon us, which was very chilly indeed and the 
sun didn’t reappear until 4.00pm! There was very little 
beach litter this year apart from some rather large plastic 
items stacked quite neatly at the north end. There were 
various other pieces of rubbish over on the common but 
nothing too serious. A comfortable number of “baggers”, 
including some new visitors, turned up and we all enjoyed 
the usual fantastical stories and hot dogs back at the 
Dolphin, courtesy of David.’ 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 

 
We seem very fortunate in our area as there has been 
little to report, although sadly there have been cases of 
signs in Thorpeness being vandalised - a relatively minor 
offence, but one that we would rather not see. More 
vandalism has been experienced on Thorpeness Golf 
Practice Ground, where a dustbin containing the Pro’s 
supply of golf balls was destroyed and the contents 
scattered over the field. The Golf Club has upped its 
patrols in the hope of stopping further instances. On the 
Fens, the dilapidated house Colts Hill has been attracting 
uninvited guests. Police say they cannot act unless they 
catch the intruders inside the property, so please be 
vigilant if you are in the area.  
I have been reminded again of the need to be extra 
vigilant as scammers become more clever. We all feel 
that this wouldn’t happen to us, but are advised that any 
scam text message should be reported by texting 
7726.  Another consideration is to make sure that we use 
many different passwords, and select combinations 
impossible for scammers to decipher.  These all seem 
obvious to us, but we should never become complacent. 
Cold callers have also been calling at homes in Farnham 
and Walberswick, so they are in our area. 
We are now in the ‘silly season’, particularly in 
Thorpeness, where children on bicycles seem to think 
there are no cars on the roads.  Bicycles, surf boards, and 
other items of value are often left overnight in full view of 
the world, which again is not always wise. 
If you have young children, or grandchildren staying, 
please advise them, that in general most people are 
honest, but there is always the danger of the 
‘opportunist’.  Advise them to look after their property, and 
please tell them to be aware of traffic. 
Keep well, keep vigilant.   
 
Evelyn Rumsby - Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator  
 

Aldeburgh Phoenix Club (formerly The 
Aldeburgh Festival Club) 

 
Do you enjoy dining, with the added bonus of meeting 
new friends and interesting talks? - Are you or your 
neighbours new to the area and would like the opportunity 
to enjoy friendly meetings? The Phoenix Club could be for 
you. We meet in the evenings, twice a month (2nd & 4th 
Thursdays) from October to April; normal format is an 
evening meal with friends, followed by talks or other 
diversions. There is no obligation to attend every event. 
We have been running since June 1948, although the 
format has metamorphosed with the times. 
Forthcoming topics include; Mark Mitchells - Topic TBC;  
Lynn Walker – Political cartoons; Bertie Pearce – Super 
Magician; Dr Lucy Walker – Cinema Music; Libby Purves 
– Broadcaster & Journalist. 
Why not try us for an evening? We look forward to 
welcoming you. Membership is only £17.50 per year.  
Please visit our website:- 
www.aldeburghphoenixclub.org.uk  
If you are interested in joining us then contact:- Vera 
Newton – veranewton122@gmail.com – 01728 453074  

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
 

Aldringham cum Thorpe Parish Councillors  

Maureen Jones   Chairperson         01728 453915 
Bill Seale             Vice-Chairperson                01728 832306 
Alan Williams                   07802 175184 
Eric Atkinson           01728 830497 
Pippa McLardy           01728 454565 
Tony Wheeler                                            07392 230845 
Sara Paulley           01728 454990 
Shirley Tilbrook   Parish Clerk        01728 830001 

District Councillors  

Tony Cooper 

Tony.cooper@eastsuffolk.gov.uk                    01728 830181 
Russ Rainger   
russ.rainger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Work No:                                                         07825 720522 
Tom Daly 
Tom.daly@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  
 
County Councillor 
TJ Haworth- Culf       
tj.haworth-culf@suffolk.gov.uk                                 07955 434442 

Police - Suffolk Constabulary 

Always Dial 999 for Emergencies, including Coastguard 

Non Urgent Issues               101 
Community Engagement Officer, Halesworth Locality, 

Halesworth Police Station           Simon Green (PC 187)   
ceohalesworth@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  

Aldringham – Maria Chapman-Beer 
tribunegang@gmail.com 
(Aldeburgh Rd and roads off except Aldringham Park,   
to borders with Leiston, Aldeburgh, and down Thorpe 
Rd towards Thorpeness) 

Thorpeness – Evelyn Rumsby                       07809 840924                

Hospitals 

Aldeburgh & District Community Hospital 
Park Road, Aldeburgh                                     01728 452778 
Ipswich Hospital   Heath Road                        01473 712233 

Doctors’ Surgeries 

The Peninsular Practice 
Church Farm, Victoria Road, Aldeburgh         01728 452027 
The Surgery, Main Street, Leiston                  01728 830526 
The Surgery,  
Lambsale Meadow, Saxmundham                  01728 602022 
Non-emergency health problems advice                        111 

 

 
Power cut line 0800 31 63 105       or simply call           105   

Dental Surgeons 

Aldeburgh Dental Practice 
167 High Street, Aldeburgh                            01728 452884 
Saxmundham Dental Surgery 
9 High Street, Saxmundham                           01728 602537 
Leiston Dental Care           01728 561873 

Pharmacies 

Aldeburgh Pharmacy 
125 High Street, Aldeburgh                           01728 452763 
Leiston Pharmacy                                          01728 832231  
East of England Coop Pharmacy 
High Street, Saxmundham                             01728 602051 

Veterinary Surgeons 

Aldeburgh Vets  
Hall Farm Lane, Saxmundham Rd, Aldeburgh  
contact@aldeburghvets.co.uk                01728 598111 
Leiston Veterinary Clinic 
1d Eastlands, Leiston                                      01728 833566 
Fromus Veterinary Group Fromus House,  
Street Farm Road, Saxmundham                   01728 602599 
 
Thorpeness Croquet Club 
Gerald Lomax                                                01728 768846 
 
Good Neighbours Group      Help Line       07521 047843  

Chairperson Jo Ogilvie                                   07594 238061 
 
Local Heritage Group  
Chairperson Mrs Maureen Jones         01728 453915 
 
Rainbow Tots  

Ms Anja Shaw                                                 01728 453295  
Every Tuesday 10am - 11:30am  
Aldeburgh Community Centre 
 
St Andrew’s Church 

Churchwarden  David Copp         01728 635816  
 
Ogilvie Pavilion  
Eric Atkinson           01728 830497 
 
Thorpeness Cricket Club  

Mr F Byrne                                                      01728 830834  
Email: byrneengineering@zohomail.eu 
 
Connecting Communities Transport           01728 635938 

 

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com
mailto:Tony.cooper@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:russ.rainger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON – August 2022 to December 2022 
 

Month Place Event 

August   

   

Fri 5
th
                 10am – 2pm Aldeburgh Church Hall Friday Market including St Andrew’s bric a brac stall 

Sat 6
th
                       9.30am Parrot Aldringham Pilgrims Together Community Breakfast and Ramble 

Sat 6
th
                        12-3pm Dolphin Thorpeness Village Fete  

Sun 7
th
,14

th
 ,21

st
           10am Green area behind Thorpeness 

Meare 
Pilgrims Together lead Open Air religious service. Bring a 
chair. 

Sun   7th                    3pm St Andrew’s Church  Annual Animal Service 

Tues 9
th
               2pm-4pm Aldringham Green Coffee Caravan 

Thurs 18
th
   Thorpeness Meare  Annual Regatta                 MEARE CLOSED TO PUBLIC  

Fri  19
th
  Thorpeness Meare  Annual Regatta and Fireworks       MEARE CLOSED  

Fri 26
th
               10am – 2pm Aldeburgh Church Hall Friday Market including St Andrew’s bric a brac stall 

Weds    

September   

   

Thurs 1
st
  All SCC Schools SCHOOLS BACK FOR AUTUMN TERM 

Mon 5
th
                         7pm Pavilion, Thorpeness Parish Council Meeting  

Sat 10
th
  County-wide Churches Ride and Stride  

Sat 10
th
  St Andrew’s Church  Bric a brac Stall 

Tues 13
th
               2pm-4pm Aldringham Green Coffee Caravan  

Fri  16
th
                      12noon Dolphin Thorpeness Good Neighbours Community Lunch  

Sun  St Andrew’s Church   

October   

   

Tues 12
th
              2pm-4pm Aldringham Green Coffee Caravan 

Mon 17
th
                    7pm Pavilion, Thorpeness Parish Council Meeting 

Fri 21
st
  All SCC Schools END OF FIRST HALF OF AUTUMN TERM 

Mon 31
st
  All SCC Schools SCHOOLS BACK FROM HALF-TERM BREAK 

November   

   

Fri 25
th
                       12noon Parrot Aldringham  Good Neighbours Community Christmas Lunch 

Fri 18
th
                        7pm Knodishall Village Hall  Friends of St Andrew’s quiz night – pre-booking required 

Mon 28
th
                      7pm To be decided Parish Council Meeting  

December   

   

Fri 16
th
  All SCC Schools  LAST DAY OF AUTUMN TERM 

 
Every Wednesday 6.30pm on Zoom – Pilgrims Together weekly worship followed by get-together 
Every Sunday – St Andrew’s Church Services 11am  
Last Wednesday of every month – Community Coffee Morning at the Dolphin Thorpeness Second Wednesday of every month – 
Community Coffee morning at The Parrot Aldringham  

mailto:plmclardy@hotmail.com

