
Update for Councillors and Parishes – Offshore and Onshore Transmission

projects in East Suffolk 19 August 2022

This is a joint update from East Suffolk Council (ESC) and Suffolk County Council (SCC) for all

councillors, parishes, and communities in East Suffolk. It is intended to provide a summary of

the current information across all the relevant transmission projects and links to sources of

further information.

1. Continental and domestic interconnectors

i. Sealink – Suffolk to Kent Link – National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET)

This is a High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link between Suffolk and Kent, to improve

transmission network resilience. An initial public consultation is anticipated to be taking

place in Q3 2022.

NGET intend to submit their Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report for

consideration by the Planning Inspectorate late Q3 2022. When submitted, this would be

published on the National Infrastructure Planning project page – Sea Link – Planning

Inspectorate. Once published the Planning Inspectorate will consult various statutory

stakeholders seeking comments for consideration within their scoping response. The local

authorities will respond to this at the appropriate time.

ii. Nautilus –GB to Belgium Link – National Grid Ventures (NGV)

This is a HVDC connection between Belgium and Suffolk. The initial non-statutory

consultation took place between 14 September and 26 October 2021. NGV has published a

summary of the responses received on their website (Consultation Summary). ESC’s

consultation response can be found at:

SCC – Response provided separately with the update.

ESC – Response to Nautilus Consultation

It is anticipated the next stage of consultation will take place in 2023. Prior to this, NGV

intend to submit their Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate in late Q3/early Q4 2022,

once submitted, it will be published on the National Infrastructure Planning project page –

Nautilus Interconnector – Planning Inspectorate. As indicated above, the Planning

Inspectorate will undertake their own consultation process prior to the publication of their

response.
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https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-east/sea-link/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-east/sea-link/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/document/146801/download
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Strategic-engagement/3-ESC-response-to-Nautilus-consultation.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/nautilus-interconnector/


iii. Eurolink – GB to the Netherlands Link – NGV

This is a HVDC connection between the Netherlands and Suffolk. Although this project has

been discussed in principle for many months, it is now catching up with the Nautilus project.

It is anticipated that there will be an initial public consultation on this project during Q4

2022/Q1 2023.

It is not yet known when the EIA Scoping Report for the Eurolink project will be submitted to

the Planning Inspectorate, but it is predicted to be potentially Q1 2023.

NGV has submitted a request that the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial

Strategy (BEIS) grants a direction under Section 35 of the 2008 Planning Act that the Eurolink

project is of national significance and is to be treated as an infrastructure proposal for which

development consent is required. ESC and SCC both provided letters of support which were

submitted with this request. A Direction decision is expected Q3 2023.

2. Coordination of interconnector projects with proposed offshore wind

farms

A joint statement has been made by the wind farm promoters of the North Falls and Five

Estuaries projects, along with National Grid Ventures and National Grid Electricity

Transmission, announcing that they are looking at opportunities to coordinate their projects.

Currently, North Falls and Five Estuaries are expected to connect in north Essex, via two new

substations that are facilitated by the proposed East Anglia GREEN pylon line.

Based on the statement as it set out, it is possible that these two wind farm projects could

be integrated with the multipurpose interconnectors, that is Nautilus or Eurolink, which

are currently proposed to connect at Friston, it is also possible that they could be integrated

into the NGET’s, SEAlink project, which connects Suffolk to Kent by way of an offshore cable.

If this came about, it is anticipated this would eliminate significant connection infrastructure

in Essex, whilst not adding any connection infrastructure in Suffolk above that currently

proposed or consented. Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council wrote to the Energy

Minister Greg Hands regarding this matter in July 2022.

3. An offshore link as an alternative to East Anglia GREEN

Both MPs and councils from across Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, have asked National Grid to

set out in detail what an offshore alternative to the proposed pylons from Norwich to Tilbury

would look like and cost. SCC has asked for this information to be published in the interests

of transparency, and to foster greater public confidence. SCC has made its position clear, as

set out in Motion 1 at a meeting of the full Council on the 7th of July 2022:

“The Council’s clear preference is for a coordinated, offshore centred approach, delivered at

pace, to minimise onshore infrastructure in Suffolk. If this approach can deliver an
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-transmission-network-review-pathfinder-projects/joint-statement-from-north-falls-five-estuaries-and-national-grid-commitment-to-exploring-coordinated-network-designs-in-east-anglia
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-transmission-network-review-pathfinder-projects/joint-statement-from-north-falls-five-estuaries-and-national-grid-commitment-to-exploring-coordinated-network-designs-in-east-anglia
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-transmission-network-review-pathfinder-projects/joint-statement-from-north-falls-five-estuaries-and-national-grid-commitment-to-exploring-coordinated-network-designs-in-east-anglia
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/assets/planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects/2022.07.25-Minister-for-Energy-Clean-Growth-and-Climate-Change-redacted.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/assets/planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects/2022.07.25-Minister-for-Energy-Clean-Growth-and-Climate-Change-redacted.pdf
https://committeeminutes.suffolk.gov.uk/DocSetPage.aspx?MeetingTitle=(07-07-2022),%20County%20Council


alternative to East Anglia GREEN in a timely manner, without risking wider Net Zero,

renewable generation, and decarbonisation targets, it would be welcomed by the Council

and the many of the communities it represents.

The Council is clear that any offshore solution must reduce the impacts on the county of

Suffolk and would not be supportive of proposals that require significant additional onshore

infrastructure in East Suffolk or additional pylons on the Bramford to Sizewell line”

SCC’s formal response to the consultation has been provided separately with this update.

ESC also provided a response to the East Anglia Green consultation

(ESC-Response-to-East-Anglia-GREEN-Non-Statutory-Consultation-June-2022.pdf

(eastsuffolk.gov.uk)). In this response it was similarly made clear that ESC would not support

an alternative solution for East Anglia Green which would cause significant additional

onshore infrastructure within East Suffolk.

Further information relating to projects mentioned in this briefing note

Nautilus

I. https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cl

eaner-future/nautilus-interconnector

II. EN020023-Advice-00007-1-220620 SEA Link Nautilius Interconnector project update meeting

note (Final).pdf (planninginspectorate.gov.uk)

Eurolink

I. https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cl

eaner-future-old#tab-2

SEALink

I. https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/s

ealink

II. EN020023-Advice-00007-1-220620 SEA Link Nautilius Interconnector project update meeting

note (Final).pdf (planninginspectorate.gov.uk)

East Anglia GREEN

I. https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/i

nfrastructure-projects/east-anglia-green
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https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Energy-Projects/ESC-Response-to-East-Anglia-GREEN-Non-Statutory-Consultation-June-2022.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Energy-Projects/ESC-Response-to-East-Anglia-GREEN-Non-Statutory-Consultation-June-2022.pdf
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cleaner-future/nautilus-interconnector
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cleaner-future/nautilus-interconnector
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN020023/EN020023-Advice-00007-1-220620%20SEA%20Link%20Nautilius%20Interconnector%20project%20update%20meeting%20note%20(Final).pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN020023/EN020023-Advice-00007-1-220620%20SEA%20Link%20Nautilius%20Interconnector%20project%20update%20meeting%20note%20(Final).pdf
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cleaner-future-old#tab-2
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cleaner-future-old#tab-2
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/sealink
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/sealink
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN020023/EN020023-Advice-00007-1-220620%20SEA%20Link%20Nautilius%20Interconnector%20project%20update%20meeting%20note%20(Final).pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN020023/EN020023-Advice-00007-1-220620%20SEA%20Link%20Nautilius%20Interconnector%20project%20update%20meeting%20note%20(Final).pdf
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/east-anglia-green
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/east-anglia-green

